Saint Sabina Catholic Church

700 Trevis Ave. Belton, MO * www.stsabinaparish.org ®
www.facebook.com /stsabinaparish * 816-331-4713

Congratulations to Wesson and Elaine, children of Brian and
Andrea, who were baptized on December 9!

Jesse Tree Collections
Colectas del Arbol de Jesé

Dec 2/3 — Toys

Juguetes N %
Dec 9/10 — Canned Food \‘ g

Alimentos Enlatados g
\\ %

Dec 16/17 —Gloves, hats, socks, etc.
Guantes, gorros, calcetines, etc.

Mass Times

Saturday: 4:00pm in English

Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30am in English,
12:30pm in Spanish

Confessions: Saturdays, 3:00-3:30pm

Visit our website for Holy Day and
special Mass times.

Dec 23/24 — Religious Retirement Appeal _‘
Apelacién para los Religiosos Jubilados A,

20 A

Third Sunday of Advent December 17, 2017




Parish Staff/Mass Intentions

Fr. Jeff Stephan, Pastor 816-979-3157 X57 frieff@stsabinaparish.org
Deacon Mike Gates mikeg@stsabinaparish.org
Bridget Hernandez, Stewardship and Communications/Corresponsabilidad y Comunicaciones

816-979-3159 X59 bridget@stsabinaparish.org
Kris Larkey, Business Manager/Gerente de Operaciones

816-979-3151 X51 kris@stsabinaparish.org
Biagio Mazza, Pastoral Associate/Asociado Pastoral

816-979-3153 X53 biagio@stsabinaparish.org
Susan Ratigan, Liturgist/Liturgista 816-979-3158 X58 susan@stsabinaparish.org
Kirstie Roberts, Dir. of Religious Ed. & Youth Ministry/Dir. de Educacion Religiosa y Ministro de Jévenes

816-979-3155 X55 kirstie@stsabinaparish.org
Marta Roper, Pastoral Care Coordinator/Coordinadora Pastoral

816-979-3154 X54 marta@stsabinaparish.org
Jeff Shields, Finance Coordinator/Coordinador de Finanzas

816-979-3152 X52 jeffshields@stsabinaparish.org
Tracy Wheeler, Maintenance/Mantenimiento tracy@stsabinaparish.org
Berenice Zayas, Family Life & Hispanic Ministry/Vida de la Familia Parroquial y Ministerio Hispano

816-979-3150 X50 berenice@stsabinaparish.org
Kathleen Chastain, Diocesan Victim Advocate

816-392-0011 chastain@diocesekcsj.org
Jenifer Valenti, Diocesan Ombudsman 816-812-2500 jeniferValenti@att.net
Wellness Center/Centro de Bienestar
Wendy Mora Cedillo 816-979-3090 FOLLOW US ON
Jeannine Midgett 816-979-3093 Db
Patricia Moreno 816-979-3092 faCEbOOk

From Death to New Life

I MaSS In en lons De la Muerte a la Nueva Vida

FOR THIE WEEI< © W=» tLaverne Bremer, uncle of Tracy Wheeler

Intentions for December 18-22, 2017

Mon. 8am COMMUNION SERVICE
Tues. 6pm  fLaverne Bremer
Wed. 10am  fJoe Birkenbach (Foxwood Springs)
Thurs. 8am  tFelix Suwito
Fri. 8am  tNick Henning
Saturday, December 23, 2017

4:00pm tLorraine Peterson

TPatrick Simpson

Sunday, December 24, 2017
10:00am Intentions of the Parish Family
12:30pm spanish tAaron Velez

4:00pm tCharles Bybee Jr

TCharles Bybee Sr
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‘ Calendar/Parish Happenings

Sunday, December 17 - Domingo, 17 de Diciembre Christmas Mass Times
. : Christmas Eve Falls on Sunday this year so it affects
10:30 Bible Stud
am bie Study our Sunday and Christmas Mass schedule. Please
Mass times for the 4th Sunday of Advent, Dec 24
1:30pm  Las Posadas 4:00 PM Saturday, Dec 23
10:00 AM Dec 24--N :00 AM OR 10:
Monday, December 18 - Lunes, 18 de Diciembre A(I)VIOISIASS Sunday, Dec O 8:00 o 0:30
5:30pm Marian Prayer Group Christmas Mass times
12:30 PM Sunday, Dec 24 (Spanish)
7:00pm Boy Scouts 4:00 PM Sunday, Dec 24

10:00 AM Monday, Dec 25

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Each weekend of
7:00pm ESL/Inglés Como Segunda Lengua Advent, members of
the parish are invited

7:00pm Living Stones to help light the
candles of the Advent

Wednesday, December 20 - Miércoles, 20 de Diciembre Wreath during the
entrance procession
9:00am Legion of Mary of each Mass. If you
) would like to light a

10:00am  Mass at Foxwood Springs candle, please sign diw
up for a date and
Mass time on the sign

Tuesday, December 19 - Martes, 19 de Diciembre

7:00am HS Youth Prayer Breakfast

6:30pm Choir Practice (4:00 and 10:30 groups)

) : : -up sheet in the

7:00pm Knights Christmas Party gathering space. Please plan to arrive 15 minutes

before the Mass for which you have signed up. You
will process in with Father and the servers, light the

9:30am Quilters candle(s) for that week and then be seated in your
pew. If children would like to help light a candle, we

7:00pm RCIA/RICA ask that a parent please assist them. Contact Susan
Ratigan  with questions or to sign up.

8:00pm Choir Practice (8:00 group) susan@stsabinaparish.org.

Friday, December 22 - Viernes, 22 de Diciembre

Help needed for Christmas Preparations:

9:00am Pew Cleaning Join us to help decorate the church for Christmas on
Wednesday, December 20 at 9:00 AM. This is when

Saturday, December 23 - Sabado, 23 de Diciembre we place the nativity set, Christmas banners, and
other decorations. Many hands make the job go

3:00pm Confessions quickly! Please sign up on the sheet in the gathering
space.

Sunday, December 24 - Domingo, 24 de Diciembre

Christmas Eve

Baptism Congratulations
Aaron Michael Lopez, son of Jade Lopez and

10:00am  Sunday Mass Alexander Bandelier-Houghton

Elle Juliana Anderson, daughter of David and
12:30pm  Misa Navidefia Melissa Anderson

Congratulations to Beth Heide and Rhett Heide, who
4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass were baptized on Saturday, December 16th!
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Parish Happenings

Parents Lounge
The Parents Longe would Ike to welcome you nd hope you

Lectionary Year B and The Gospel of Mark
Lectionary Year B focuses on the Gospel of Mark,
the first gospel to be written somewhere between
67-73 CE. Mark is the first evangelist to give Jesus
a human face along with a mission to proclaim the
realm of God. For Mark, Jesus is God’s suffering
servant experiencing misunderstanding, rejection,
persecution, suffering and even death as an
integral part of being faithful to proclaiming and living out all that God’s realm entails.

Feel free to contact Anita Frey with questions. 816-804-3127
or afreyhome@sbcglobal.net

These four two hour sessions will explore the situation and context of the community that produced the gospel,
along with their questions, concerns and needs. We will attempt to understand the mind and heart of the Marcan
community by carefully reading and unpacking the gospel, focusing on its key themes and message for the
community that produced it and for us today.

Bring an open, inquiring mind, a bible, and anyone you think would benefit from our communal exploration of
Mark’s gospel. The sessions will be facilitated by Biagio Mazza, Pastoral Associate, St. Sabina Parish, Belton, MO.
The four sessions will be held on Wednesday Evenings 7-9 PM beginning January 10 and ending on January 31,
2018. The sessions will be repeated on Thursday Mornings, 10 AM-Noon, beginning January 11 and ending on
February 1, 2018. To register, simply e-mail Biagio at biagio@stsabinaparish.org and state your time frame
preference.

Blood Drive—January 7

Community Blood Center is the primary supplier of blood for local hospitals and has been serving Missouri and
Kansas hospitals for more than 50 years. Community Blood Center needs to collect 580 pints of blood every day
and over 140,000 pints annually to meet the needs of our local hospitals. An individual within the area that
Community Blood Center serves needs a blood transfusion every 4 minutes.

Please share your gift of life with local hospital patients who need it by donating at the next blood drive on Sunday,
January 7 from 8am-1pm in the gym. To make an appointment online, visit esavealifenow.org and use sponsor
code: saintsabina. For more details contact Michael Dailey at 816.853.8386 or mgdailey123@yahoo.com.

Please take note:
We want to make all parishioners aware that the Belton Code of Ordinances states that nowhere within the city are
people allowed to “beg” or ask for money. If someone asks you for money in our parking lot when you come to

attend Mass, please direct them to any staff member at
that Mass, or to the parish office during office hours, B}
| | Like us on
Facebook

rather than giving them money. A staff member is
present after every Mass for any questions or concerns.
You can find us in the Gathering Space. We will direct
them to the appropriate resources.
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Information

Save Our Seminarians (SOS) Benefit Dinner
Save the date of Friday, January 26th for the SOS 5
Benefit Dinner, an annual dinner and marketplace to ©
benefit the seminarians of Conception Seminary College, |
the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph and the
Archdiocese of Kansas City, KS. The event will be held
at Union Station in Kansas City beginning at 5:30pm. For

Azucena Abonza

) X ) Blake Biond
more information or to donate a gift for the marketplace, Brin?leylol?r:ossler
please contact Martha Hodes at 913-207-9893 or Dani Castillo

mmmhsos512@gmail.com. Shirley Chevalier

Danny Chevalier
Elizabeth Chevalier
Thomas Coovert
Aaron Coronado
Maria Cortes
Jesus De los Santos
Salvador Duarte Perez
Mark Emry
Alexandra Estrella

Missouri Adoption Law is Changing!

On January 1st, 2018, adult adoptees (ages 18 and
older) will be granted access to their original birth
certificate. Birth parents have the right to protect their
confidentiality under the new law, but they must act
before January 1st. For more information, contact the
Missouri Bureau of Vital Records by phone at (573) 751-
6387 OR by email at vitalrecordsinfo@health.mo.gov.
Visit the Bureau’'s website at www.health.mo.gov/data/

vitalrecords/adopteerightsact.php for more detailed j(e;rsrzaeglgéasns
information about the new law. WRlHE e FarEs
Robert Garcia

“COPING WITH LIFE ALONE” -

Grief Support

"COPING WITH LIFE ALONE®" is a Beginning
Experience® grief support program that meets each
week for 7 weeks. The program helps those who have
lost a love relationship due to death, divorce or
separation, move through the experience of grief and
loss into a future with renewed hope.

UPCOMING PROGRAM DATES AND LOCATION:

Kansas City, MO - Sundays, January 14 through
February 25, at St John Francis Regis Church, 8941
James A. Reed Road, KCMO. Contact Donna at (816-
305-3760), for information and registration. Sesswns will

be from 1:30-3:30pm.

MARRIED COUPLES - WANT TO GIVE A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON
GIVING?

Peer-To-Peer
Johnny Gastello

Jesus Gonzalez
Nadya Gonzalez
Blanca Grado
Justin Guerra
Alexa Gutierrez
Blake Hamilton
Dewayne Hammack
Steven Hammack
Don Hemmen

Register for the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend — it's
the best gift you'll ever give to each other and your marriage! Make
your reservation now! The next Weekend in Kansas City is
April 20-22, 2018
For more information or to apply, please visit our website:
www.wwmedyouandme.org
or call Tony & Barb Zimmerman, 816-741-4066
or email tonybarbz@prodigy.net

S\
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Samantha Hennessey Edgar Nunez

Adan Hernandez
Mannie Herrera
Claudia Hinojos
Neida Hinojos
Cassandra Hoffman
Kristina Jacobs
Vanessa Jaimes
Ana Jimenez
Virgil Kempf
Kersten Laughlin
Michael Logan
Bridget Lowther
Alexandra Macan
Lency Marin
Litzy Martinez

Rachel Martinez
Alexander Mata
Santillanes

Eric Mendoza
Raymond Miederhoff
Alfonso Monroy
Tom Moran
Teresa Mulich
Jasmine Munoz
Marcos Navarrete
Mark Nichols
Araceli Noriega

Arminda Perez
Gisela Perez
Gricelda Ramirez
Edil Ramos
Josephine Rangel
Barb Rewald
Benito Rodriguez
David Rogers
Chris Romero
Victoria Sanchez
Jesus Santillanes
George Scott
Shelby Shatford
Maria Solares
Laura Solomon
Mollie Stoltz
Mark Storm
Fernando Suarez
Francisco Torres
Cooper Tracy
Margaret Vargo
Victor Vieyra
Maribel Villa
Katherine Walker
Judith Wantz
Gissel Zarco
Javier Zavala

cHappip Apniversarip

Terry and Mary Eppert
Edward and Gwen McGuire
Alfredo and Elvia Torres
Angel and Arleen Martinez
Julio and Alberta Jaimes

Luis Hinojos and Maria Varela
Jason and Stephanie Jones
Jose Castillo and Reyna Razo
Alberto and Maria Mancha
Jorge and Maria Damian

Juan Medina and Elisabeth Quiroz
Ernesto Garcia and Yesenia Torres

49 Years! 12/21/1968
28 Years! 12/22/1989
27 Years! 12/23/1990
25 Years! 12/19/1992
23 Years! 12/19/1994
21 Years! 12/21/1996
22 Years! 12/21/1996
18 Years! 12/23/1999
16 Years! 12/23/2001
15 Years! 12/21/2002

7 Years! 12/18/2010

3 Years! 12/20/2014
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Stewardship

“They asked him, ‘Why then do you baptize if you are || Contributions for December 10
not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?’ John Envelopes/Sobres: $9,646.80
answered them, ‘| baptize with water; but there is one || Plate/Canasta: $ 726.45
among you whom you do not recognize, the one who || Maintenance-Upkeep: $ 727.50
is coming after me, whose sandal strap | am not Immaculate Conception 12/8: $ 762.77
worthy to untie. . N
John 1: 25-27 Online Giving

St. John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as the Messiah. || St- Sabina offers an online giving option for parishioners
John the Baptist, through personal witness, raised a[j@nd visitors. This is an easy, safe and secure way to
great sense of expectancy and excitement, the kind of [| m@ke contributions online. To set up a one-time or
expectancy and excitement that we associate with this | F€cUrring contribution: go to our parish website at
season of Advent. John tries to awaken in people a www.stsabinaparish.org, click the “Online Giving” button
consciousness of sin, the importance of conversion in the top right section and fill out the online contribution

and change, and the need to become more holy in [| form.

God’'s eyes. Those are the same goals we should Community Garden Update

have during this Advent season. The matter of witness . .

is a serious and important thing. It establishes truth ;’8$7Co_l_mh21nukr:t3;OGta;1r§efglﬁ)(zvniited ;SGIE;e lt;igfbpt:(s)i(rj\gz;g
and a solid foundation for faith. When we personally that d ted d 9 p. B Chevali d
witness, it means we make a commitment. We cannot a c_)na €d goo S or services, Lan evalier an

be neutral when it comes to our faith. We are called to Chevalier Constrl_Jctlon, _John Fergusan e Bion s
bo dssples winesses of and for G W best | EFA Pon &% Ry O1s 1 Bebaner Sancy fser
accomplish that by the ways we live our own lives and Paulette Samson and Glen & Mary Schmidt, Please

how we relate to and treat others. — See more at : o . .
www.catholicsteward.com/blog/ consider joining us next year to continue feeding the
] ) hungry.

21}

Collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious

Help care for elders. “Thanks to support from the Retirement Fund for Religious, we are now in a much
better position to care for our elders,” writes a religious sister. Your donation helps her religious community and
hundreds of others provide for aging members and plan for long-term needs. Please give to next week’s
Retirement Fund for Religious collection.

NT 7 Is St. Sabina on Your Christmas Gift List?
'@ @ We are officially in Christmas shopping season.
& ﬂ Please remember our parish as you prepare your
@ Christmas gifts and finish your giving for the end of the
@ year. Your gifts to our parish help pay the utilities to
keep it running, provide necessary supplies for our
programs and ministries, allow us to create fellowship
opportunities for our parish family, pay our staff who
keep things running smoothly, and cover unexpected
'=ﬂ repair and maintenance expenses. The livelihood of
~ our parish depends on the gifts of all members of our
§ parish family. Please prayerfully consider making a
% special Christmas and year end gift in addition to your
regular tithing. Remember that in order to get a tax

% y deduction for your 2017 gifts, they must be delivered
é’ i I_LL“\\“ or post-marked by December 31, 2017!

fGreen Team Tip oftheWeek 1

Switching from incandescent to LED light bulbs can reduce lighting cost up to 85%. Coupons are available from
| KCP&L. LED bulbs are the most environmentally friendly bulbs to manufacture too.




Pastoral Care

Nursing Home Mass Schedule

Dec 20 10:00am Foxwood Springs

Dec 27 NO MASS OR COMMUNION SERVICE
Jan 3 10:30am Beautiful Savior

The Holiday Season can be difficult when you
are grieving the loss of a loved one.

Grieving a Loss Through the Holidays

e Allow yourself to feel your emotions on that special
day, don’t feel that you need to just “get over it.”
You may want to write your feelings down in a
journal.

e Take time with family and friends and share
memories of your loved one that died.

e Light a candle in honor of your deceased loved one.
Set a picture out and tell stories of his or her life.

e Don’t avoid long-standing traditions. Children often
find comfort in them. On the other hand, new
traditions say you are still a family.

e Some days, putting one foot in front of the other is all
you can do. But it's enough!

e Be open to good experiences that the holidays may
bring.

Wellness Center

Did you know physical activity helps reduce stress?
It's important for children and adults of all ages to have
daily activity especially during this busy Christmas
season. Being active as a family benefits everyone.
Adults need 27 hours a week of physical activity, and
children need 60 minutes a day. Follow these tips to add
more activity to your family’s busy schedule.

1. Set specific activity times

Determine time slots throughout the week when the
whole family is available. Try doing something active
after dinner or begin the weekend with a Saturday
morning walk.

2. Plan ahead and track your progress

Write your activity plans on a family calendar. Let the
kids help in planning the activities. Allow them to check it
off after completing each activity.

3. Use what is available

Plan activities that require litle or no equipment or
facilities. Examples include walking, jogging, jumping
rope, playing tag, and dancing.

4. Turn off the TV

Set a rule that no one can spend longer than 2 hours per
day playing video games, watching TV, and using the
computer (except for school work). Instead of a TV
show, play an active family game, dance to favorite
music, or go for a walk.

5. Start small
Begin by
introducing one

new family activity
and add more when
you feel everyone
is ready. Take the

dog for a longer
walk, play another
ball game, or
organize a
neighborhood

caroling group...
FalLalLalala!

mm




School of Religion/Youth Ministry

Volunteer Opportunities Child Safety
Uplift O ) . The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed
pii rg. If you would like to bring meals to the | 1, compatting sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a

homeless on the 4th or 5th Monday of any month, please | yictim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect
contact Kirstie Roberts! This ministry is open to all | gexyal abuse:

ol 44 ndloldentolunt e
parishione’s age 1% and 91der. VOUTIEers must FePOr 191 4 -~ call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at

the Uplift Warehouse by 5pm and will be finished around . bk
9:30pm. 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is currently under the

. age of 18), and
Uplift Cooks! Anyone who would like to help prepare a | 2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or
meal for the homeless is welcome to join our team on | call 911, and
the 4th Monday of each month at 10am in the gym. We | 3. After reporting to these civil and law
recommend that you bring a good -cutting knife, | enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual
vegetable peeler and can opener. Our next cooking date | abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the
is Monday, December 25th. Diocesan Ombudsman, Jenifer Valenti, at

H ters! ) ) 816.812.2500 or JeniferValenti@att.net, if the
arvesters: This local food bank provides food to| jpbuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or

needy families around the KC area. Volunteers are | yolunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St.
needed to help sort food donations and pack weekend | joseph.

food bags for kids in our community. We will be taking a _ _ _ o
group of 5 people on the third Thursday of each month. | The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
Our next date is December 21st, 6-8pm. If you would | care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse

like to volunteer, call or email Kirstie in the Youth Office. | @and their families. Please contact Victim Advocate,
Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or

Community Meals Lord of Love Lutheran Church | chastain@diocesekcesj.org for more information.

offers a free meal to the community each Wednesday. | Al volunteers with youth and children must attend one
Every third Wednesday of the month St. Sabina| protecting God’s Children workshop, submit to a
volunteers help prepare, serve and clean up in an effort | packground check and sign the policy on Ethics and
to work together with other Christians to carry out | ntegrity in Ministry, (EIM). More info at

Christ's work. Our next volunteer date is December 20th. | hins;/kcsjcatholic.org/the-office-of-child-and-youth-protection/
Contact Berenice Zayas for more information or to sign
up at 816-979-3150 or berenice@stsabinaparish.org. :

Youth News

Tuesday Morning Donuts! Every Tuesday that
Belton High School is in session, Kirstie will have donuts 4
and a little prayer for High School youth heading to @
school. The Youth Office doors will open at 7am for kids
to stop in on their way to school.

The Next Confirmation Sponsor Night will be on
January 17th, 7-8:30pm in the Parish Hall. All
Confirmation Candidates (youth) and their adult Sponsor
are expected to attend these meetings. If the Sponsor is
unable to attend a meeting with the youth, the youth
should still attend. If you are having difficulty finding a
Sponsor, please contact Kirstie Roberts in the Youth
Office and she will be happy to find someone for you.

Last Sunday, our PSR teachers enjoyed a teachers’
brunch together. A special thank you to Claudia
Rodriguez, Caroline Squires, Celia Squires, Corey
Morgan, Brenda Stoddard, Sarah Wheeler, Sonja
PSR News Bornheimer, and—not pictured—Luisa Arreola, Johana

: Rosas, Paulina Basurto, Flor Trejo, Rachel Martinez,
Donut Sunday! The PSR Second Grade class will be g5 Mora, and Eliezer Trejo, who share so much of

hosting Donuts in the gathering space after the 8am & inoir time and talents helping our children grow in their
10:30am Masses on Jan 7. Please stop by their table to faith!

say hello!
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Reflection on the Readings

Today is Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday
coming from the first word of the
entrance prayer, as well as the key
theme of the readings. This third
Sunday of Advent is ‘rose candle”
Sunday on the Advent Wreath. When
Advent was a season of fast and
abstinence modeled on Lent, this
Sunday marked a break in the
season, indicating that Christmas
was near and that our Advent fast
and penance would soon be over.

The readings present two key people
who play significant roles in the Advent
season intended as a time of joyful
anticipation and preparation for the
coming of the Lord. Both Mary and
John the Baptist, each in their own
way, make possible the presence of
Christ ‘among us. Mary willingly
agrees to cooperate with God’s
plans for her to be the mother of the
Lord while John assumes the role of
forerunner for the adult Jesus,
preparing the way of the Lord.

The responsorial psalm does not come
from the book of Psalms but is one of
those rare lectionary instances when it
comes from another book, Luke’s
gospel. It is known as Mary's
“Magnificat,” a hymn of joy, praise
and thanksgiving to God for all the
marvels that God had done for the
people, the lowly ones who trust and
rely on God’s love and goodness.
Mary proclaims that God turns
the world’s values on their head
by filling “the hungry with good
things,” while ‘the rich” are “sent
away empty.” We are invited to
join Mary in her hymn by
responding “My soul rejoices
in my God.” Mary becomes
the ideal Advent model in that
she was open to being the
vessel through whom God
would be delivered to the
world and become truly

Readings

Sunday, December 17

1st Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
Psalm: Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 (Isaiah 61:10b)
2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

Sunday, December 24

1st Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
Psalm: Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 (2a)
2nd Reading: Romans 16:25-27
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

present in it. Like Mary, our Advent
focus is to prepare ourselves so that,
through us, God can be delivered and
made present to all we encounter.

The first reading from Isaiah is one of
the primary sources of Mary’s
Magnificat response. Like Mary, Isaiah
rejoices in the Lord because God
makes justice “spring up before all the
nations.” Those who experience the
goodness of God’s justice and care
respond by “wrapping” themselves
“in a mantle of justice,” modeling the
Lord who has blessed and anointed
them.

Isaiah is overwhelmed by God’s
faithful and attentive care and
concern for the poor, the prisoners
and the  brokenhearted. His
response is a hymn of praise. For
Mary, Isaiah’s joy and praise of God
is made real through the child
growing in her womb. Such motherly
awareness of God informs the child in
her womb to such an extent that the
adult Jesus makes this passage from
Isaiah the primary focus of his mission
and ministry.

While Lectionary year B is focused on
Mark’s gospel, we will hear a good bit
of John’s gospel being interspersed
with Mark. This Sunday, John’s gospel
presents the person of John the Baptist
whose primary role was ‘to testify to

the light, so that all might believe
through him.” John testified by
preparing the way for others to
experience the Lord and enter into
deeper relationship with God. Like
John, our primary vocation is to
witness to Jesus through the living
example of our words and actions.
Through us, others should be able to
experience the living and attentive
presence of God, especially in our
concern for the poor and oppressed.

Paul’s first letter  to the
Thessalonians commends us to
rejoice always, to pray without
ceasing, and to give thanks to God
in all circumstances. Praying without
ceasing is when our every word and
action attunes us to God and allows
others to be attuned to God through
our example.

This Advent, take time to thank God for
all that God has done in your life,
praising and rejoicing in the Lord. Like
Mary, ask God for help in becoming
a vessel through which others will
come to know the Lord. Like John,
testify to the Lord by living a life of
care, concern,
justice and love for
all. May we always [~ =
rejoice in the Lord. ’

Biagio Mazza
Pastoral Associate

Bible Study

Catholics are mostly exposed to the Bible
through the Sunday Lectionary Readings.
In order to help us all enter into the Bible
through the Sunday readings, we offer
study sessions that provide an opportunity

to read, to study background to the

readings, and to reflect on how to apply
the readings to our lives. Our next Bible
Study date is Dec 17 at 10:30am in the
conference room. All
bring a bible. To register, call Biagio at
816-979-3153.

are welcome;
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BELTON
TRANSMISSION N
Domestic & Foreign LUMBER CO.

HARDWARE-BUILDING MATERIALS-PAINT
617 North Scott Belton, MO 64012
P.O. Box 619

Ron Gardella, Parishioner

(816) 318-8955

W 315 N. Scott,

Belton
Tara’s Cafe and Malt Shop
Malts & Old Fashion Sodas
Old Town Belton
Hometown
Ice Cream Parlor & Diner
with Hometown Hospitality!
Burgers, Homemade Soup,
Patty Melt, Tenderloins,
Bison Burgers, Chili & More!!
401 Main, Belton

816-331-0156
Breakfast — 8:00-10:45 a.m.

331-2211 Fax 331-0981
Hours: Mon-Fri 7 AM-5 PM Sat 8 AM-1 PM

McGreevy’s ..
\ G’f[Card

Clerical Apparel since 1986 %
& /:athé’r

5 888-918-1986
GIFT CERTIFICATES FOR
YOUR PARISH PRIEST

@mcgreevygroupl McGreevy’s

\§¥
i
=

To QLTI el
Catholic Cruises:andTours
Brian or Sally; coordi htors

860.399.1785 "R

Agency of
Apostleshlp of
CST 2117990-70 - .
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

FRED YONKER gelelitellttylel vy
Missouri

Irish Dance Classes in Peculiar, MO
Taught by certified instructor, Emily Fuchs McCarty
FREE Trial Class 816-277-7373
www.heartlandirishdancers.com

Dedicated to helping my clientsreach their
Financial Goals & Solutionsfor Long Term
Financial Security!

JIM’S DISCOUNT

MUFFLERS
Great Service = Great Prices

< Brakes < Shocks

= Mufflers e Struts
Discounts to Seniors

903 N. Scott - Belton, MO
Ph. 331-0566 = Fax 322-2231

o StateFarm’

Eckhard Preuss
Agent

8009 E. 171st PO Box 645
Belton, MO 64012-0645

Bus 816.331.4288 Fax 816.331.2907
eckhard.preuss.b5xr@statefarm.com

* Retirement Savings ¢ Living In Retirement

« Education Savings » Becoming Tax Smart

Contact Parishioner Fred Yonker at
0816.318.1314 ¢ 913.426.3188
fred.yonker @edwar djones.com

www.edwar dj ones.com/fred-yonker CatholicMatch.com/myMO

BLAINE H. ELLIOTT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

General Practice & Consumer Law
Licensed in Kansas & Missouri

816-322-6275
blaineelliott @prodigy.net
24 Hour Phone Monitoring
305 Main, Belton, MO
PO BOX 648
We are a debt relief agency

OUT OF THIS

WORLD

COOKIES
Bugs, Mice, Rats, S 4 SAKED ’
Termites and More! MITHEOVE
You've Got 'em, We Get ’em!
816-265-0135
913-231-7904

Free Estimate Commercial & Residential
LICENSED & INSURED 30 YEARS
www.BestPestSolutions.com

|$ Mention this ad & receiver
25 OFF £25 Off initial service !

Check us out at:
marymountaincookiesbelton.com
816-425-4920
Mention this ad and get
a 20z cookie FREE!

Mark A. Anderson, D.D.S.
119 Bradford Lane
Belton, MO 64012
816-331-9802
www.markandersondds.com

Teresa M. Kelly, p.vm.
Parishioner

e
RN ‘
VETERINARY ) Jennifer D. McCallum, byvm.

!I.!mt VOICE - DATA
CENTER /" enneth A, Vansickle, bym

www.heartlandelectric.com
Tel: (816) 318-8500

Residential-Commercial-Industrial

Phone: (816) 331-0061

Free Insured

Estimates

Roofing
Specialists
12800 2nd St., Grandview, MO 64030
Ph. 816-966-8836 AND SONS
Doug Thurman — Parishioner ROOFING

(816) 331-8909
Daniel Meissen
New ¢ Re-Roofs

« Concrete Steps
* Splash Blocks
* Specialty Products

www.alliedconcreteproducts.com Repairs
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
FOURWAY TIFLL 54

PLUMBING

ASSISTED LIVING

DRAIN CLEANING
GARBAGE DISPOSALS
FAUCETS e SINKS = TUBS
TOILETS & SUMP PUMPS

A Senior Living Community

* Rehabilitation

« Skilled Nursing

* Assisted Living

» Medicare/Medicaid Certified
* Quiet Suburban Neighborhood

SAME DAY SERVICE
HOUSE CALLS
REASONABLE RATES
SAME LOCATION 31 YRS
MASTER PLUMBERS
NICK & MARION BIONDO, JR.

1003 S. Cedar Belton
(816) 331-0781
www.beautifulsaviorhome.com

Faith makes all things possible,
Love makes all things easy.

331-1650
607 N. SCOTT, BEL

Fax: (816) 331-0443
1001 E. North Avenue
(58 Hwy) « Belton, MO
Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm, )

GRANDVIEW EYE CARE

Our doctors have been serving the Kansas
City area for over 25 years. @ a9
1020 Main St. Grandview, MO 64030 ¥ .
816-366-5124 www.GrandviewMoEyecare.com '« ‘w

COLLISION REPAIR CENTER
20203 Holmes Rd., Belton, MO 64012 RICK HOWARD
816-322-1900 ST. THOMAS MORE PARISHIONER

Saturday 8:00am-12:00noon

FAX 322-0705 COLLISION REPAIR SPECIALIST

522260 St Sabina Church www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703
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