
Saint Sabina Catholic Church 
 
700 Trevis Ave. Belton, MO • www.stsabinaparish.org • 
www.facebook.com/stsabinaparish • 816-331-4713 
 

 
Office Hours: 9:00am-5:00pm, Monday - Thursday and 9:00am-1:00pm, Friday 

Saturday: 4:00pm in English  
 

Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30am in English,  
12:30pm in Spanish 

 

Confessions: Saturdays 
3:00-3:30pm 

 

Visit our website for Holy Day and special 
Mass times.

Fourth Sunday of Advent             December 23, 2018 

Pictured are Elaine Christopher and Rosemary Malena at the Over 55 Christmas Party on 
December 11. 



Intentions for December 24-28 2018 
Mon.    4pm   †Ed Fenske 
Tues.  10am   †Bob Cummings 
        12:30pm   †Alfredo Carrasco 
Wed.    No Mass or Communion Service 
Thurs.    8am   †Theo Suwito 
Fri.    8am   †Pablo Zayas 
 

Saturday, December 29, 2018 
  4:00pm   †Shirley Sullivan 
    Intentions of Our Parish Family 
 

Sunday, December 30, 2018 
  8:00am   †Paul DeMar 
10:30am   †Barbara Johnson 
12:30pm Spanish  †Refugio Molina 
    †Pablo José Zayas 

 

Wellness Center/Centro de Bienestar 
Wendy Mora Cedillo    816-979-3090 
Jeannine Midgett     816-979-3093 
Patricia Moreno       816-979-3092 

From Death to New Life 
De la Muerte a la Nueva Vida 

 
†Ed Fenske, father-in-law of Becky Fenske 
 
†Alfredo Carrasco, padre del Rosy Borja, Irma 
Meza y Alfredo Carrasco 
 
†Lynn Morgan, mother of Shelli Miller 
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Fr. Jeff Stephan, Pastor    816-979-3157 X57  frjeff@stsabinaparish.org 
Deacon Mike Gates        mikeg@stsabinaparish.org 
Bridget Hernandez, Communications/Comunicaciones  
      816-979-3159 X59    bridget@stsabinaparish.org 
Kris Larkey, Business Manager/Gerente de Operaciones  
      816-979-3151 X51  kris@stsabinaparish.org 
Biagio Mazza, Pastoral Associate/Asociado Pastoral   
      816-979-3153 X53  biagio@stsabinaparish.org 
Susan Ratigan, Liturgist/Liturgista    816-979-3158 X58  susan@stsabinaparish.org  
Kirstie Roberts, Dir. of Religious Ed. & Youth Ministry/Dir. de Educación Religiosa y Ministro de Jóvenes 
      816-979-3155 X55  kirstie@stsabinaparish.org 
Marta Roper, Pastoral Care Coordinator/Coordinadora Pastoral   
      816-979-3154 X54  marta@stsabinaparish.org 
Jeff Shields, Finance Coordinator/Coordinador de Finanzas   
      816-979-3152 X52  jeffshields@stsabinaparish.org 
Tracy Wheeler, Maintenance/Mantenimiento                 tracy@stsabinaparish.org 
Berenice Zayas, Family Life & Hispanic Ministry/Vida de la Familia Parroquial y Ministerio Hispano 
      816-979-3150   X50  berenice@stsabinaparish.org 

Kathleen Chastain, Diocesan Victim Advocate 
      816-392-0011    chastain@diocesekcsj.org 
Jenifer Valenti, Diocesan Ombudsman 816-812-2500   jeniferValenti@att.net 

Mass Intentions for the Week 



Celebrating the Birth of Jesus: 
Please remember to bring bells to play during the 
closing song at the 10:00 AM Mass on Christmas Day. 
 

Christmas/New Year Mass Times 
Monday, December 24: 4:00pm Mass in English 
Tuesday, December 25: 10:00am Mass in English 
Tuesday, December 25: 12:30pm Mass in Spanish 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Monday, December 31: 6:00pm Mass in English 
Tuesday, January 1: 10:00am Mass in English 
 

Parish Office Closed 
Our parish office will be closed on Monday and 
Tuesday, December 24-25 in observance of Christmas.  
Our office will also be closed on January 1 in 
observance of New Year’s Day. 
 

SOS Benefit Dinner – January 25, 2019 
The 26th Annual Support Our Seminarians (SOS) 
Benefit Dinner, is scheduled for Friday, January 25, 
2019, at Union Station, Kansas City, MO. This event 
benefits seminarians from the Archdiocese of Kansas 
City, Kansas, the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph 
and Conception Seminary College. It promises to be an 
evening filled with fun and laughter, celebrating our 
Catholic faith, dining on wonderful food, and socializing 
with our priests and seminarians! This year’s event is 
dedicated to Our Lady of Ephesus, and we have 
wonderful speakers lined up including Mr. Bill Quatman, 
founder of the American Society of Ephesus, and 
Reverend Mr. Nicholas Ashmore, Theology IV 
seminarian for the Archdiocese of Kansas City, KS. The 
reservation price is $175.00 per person at tables of ten 
people. To reserve your seat, or table contact: Martha 
Hodes at 913.207.9893 or mmmhsos512@gmail.com 
or register online at www.supportourseminarians.com. 
To donate to the marketplace or silent auction, contact: 
Mary Quinn at 816.665.0380 or marydeeq@aol.com. 
 

St. Sabina Community Garden 
The St. Sabina Community Garden donated 1684 lbs of 
fresh produce to Fishes and Loaves, Heart and Hand 
Ministries, St. Sabina Uplift Cooks and Vox Dei Food 
Pantry. Thanks to Nancy Ballenger, Dan Chevalier and 
Chevalier Construction, Nancy Christian, Complete 
Tree Service, Creekside Market, Suzanne Daniels, 
Yvonne Garman, Shawna Hilton, Johnston Farms, 
Louise McNelly, David Pierce, Ivan Pierce and Michelle 
Rose for donating to support this Ministry! To join us 
contact David Pierce 816-392-1110 or Michelle Rose 
919-624-4407.  

Sunday, December 23 - Domingo, 23 de Diciembre 

10:30am      Bible Study 

11:00am      Ensayo del Coro Hispano 

1:30pm        Las Posadas 

Monday, December 24 - Lunes, 24 de Diciembre 

Christmas Eve/Noche Buena 

3:00pm        Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols Prelude to Mass 

4:00pm        Christmas Eve Mass 

Tuesday, December 25 - Martes, 25 de Diciembre 

Christmas Day/Navidad 

10:00am       Christmas Mass 

12:30pm       Misa Navideña 

Wednesday, December 26 - Miércoles, 26 de Diciembre 

9:00am        Legion of Mary 

Thursday, December 27 - Jueves, 27 de Diciembre 

9:30am        Piecemakers Quilting Group 

Friday, December 28 - Viernes, 28 de Diciembre 

No Scheduled Events 

Saturday, December 29 - Sábado, 29 de Diciembre 

3:00pm        Confessions 

3:30pm        Knights Family Rosary 

Sunday, December 30 - Domingo, 30 de Diciembre 

7:30am        Knights Family Rosary 

10:00am      Knights Family Rosary 

11:00am      Ensayo del Coro Hispano 
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Welcoming the Poor, the Outcast and the 
Stranger II 
Luke-Acts and its Challenge to the Modern World 

Wed. Evenings, Jan. 9, 16, 23 & 30, 7-9pm 
Repeated Thur. Mornings, Jan.10, 17, 24 & 31, 10am-Noon 

 

On the first Sunday of Advent, 2018, we began a new 
Liturgical year focused on the Gospel according to 
Luke. Luke is the author of a two volume work, the 
gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. In both volumes 
Luke’s key concern is hospitality towards all, especially 
the poor, the stranger, the marginalized, and those 
rejected. 
 

These sessions will jump off the Gospel of Luke as a 
means of exploring his second volume, the Acts of the 
Apostles. Starting with the Ascension and Pentecost, 
Luke focuses the bulk of Acts on two key followers of 
Jesus, Peter and Paul. Table fellowship, eating with 
Gentiles, Jew and Gentile relationship and discipleship 
– all play a key role in Acts. Modeling themselves on 
Jesus, his early followers struggled to welcome the 
poor, the migrant and the stranger to fellowship meals, 
and how to cross boundaries and build community with 
all people. Many of the issues that the early followers of 
Jesus faced are issues that we still struggle with today, 
especially with regards to welcoming strangers at the 
table and building relationships with all regardless of 
differences. 
 

The sessions will be facilitated by Biagio Mazza, 
Pastoral Associate, St. Sabina Parish. To register, call 
Biagio at 816-979-3153 or e-mail at 
biagio@stsabinaparish.org 

Emma Beaver 
Maria Carpio 
Daniel Cartagena 
Juan Castillo 
Yahir Chavez 
Alexander Coffin 
Cassandra Daldrup 
Dustan Dvergsten 
Gustavo Enriquez 
Dylan Eppert 
James Evans 
Helen Falcon 
Javier Franco 
Leslie Garcia 
Kelsie Giacone 
Eduardo Guzman 
Isabelle Haberstroh 
Molly Hafkesbring 
Blake Hamilton 
Axel Hernandez 
Mannie Herrera 

Brisneida Hinojos 
Diane Hirt 
Leonar Huerta 
Vanessa Jaimes 
Lillian Jakobe 
Nicole Jordan 
Letty Keesoon 
Jesus Landa 
Bridget Lowther 
Joshua Mackall 
Rachel Martinez 
Iveth Martinez 
Axel Martinez 
Dora Martinez 
Brennen McDowell 
Mike McDowell 
Juan Medina 
Maribel Mendoza 
Robert Miller 
Harold Mitts 
Elias Morgan 

Dennis O'Reilly 
Mitchell O'Reilly 
Blair Parker 
Clifford Parsley 
Belinda Peters 
Valerie Pina 
Dianne Porter 
Ray Quinones 
Josephine Rangel 
Marcela Rivera 
Riley Robinson 
Maria Rodriguez 
Efren Rodriguez 
Ken Samson 
Sarah Sargent 
George Scott 
Lois Simpson 
Stanley Smith 
Virginia Valenzuela 
Maribel Villa 
Amanda Votava 
Judith Wantz 
Theo Wilson 
Armando Yanez 

Green Team Tip of the Week 
Check if your investments are responsible for tropical 
deforestation and climate change with the links in this 
online database. https://deforestationfreefunds.org/. 
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This Week’s Do 
You Know Video: 
This week's DYK 
video talks of the 
meaning and 
significance of the Mexican celebration of Las 
Posadas. The word "posada" means inn, dwelling, 
shelter, or accommodation. Las Posadas are usually 
celebrated in a novena format, beginning nine days 
before Christmas Eve. Las Posadas reenact the 
journey of Joseph and very pregnant Mary, as they 
travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem to register for the 
Roman census. Once in Bethlehem, they seek shelter 
for Mary is about to give birth. But there is none to be 
found. The play has Mary and Joseph, along with 
companions, knocking on the doors of several homes 
seeking shelter. With music and song, they plead for 
accommodations but they are consistently refused. 
After several attempts, they soon knock on the door of 
someone who welcomes them. All enter the home, 
pray the rosary and then a celebration is had with 
food and drink. The last evening, Las Posadas end in 
the church where all are welcomed, the nativity scene 
is put together, and all celebrate Midnight Mass. Such 
reenactment speaks to today's justice issues that face 
our world and our nation. Just as Mary and Joseph 
were refused entrance in their time of need, so too we 
have chosen to refuse entrance to those migrants in 
need seeking asylum and shelter at our borders. 
Make time to view this week's DYK video and reflect 
on what our responsibility as Jesus’ disciples is to all 
those knocking at our doors, seeking shelter, safety 
and posada.  

Dick and Doris Deschenes 66 Years!          12/27/1952 
Joe and Sue Lager  53 Years!          12/29/1965 
John and Barbara Clark  51 Years!          12/30/1967 
Gary and Peggy Manning 51 Years!          12/30/1967 
Jeffrey and Sandy Spiller 49 Years!          12/29/1969 
Mike and Kris Larkey  31 Years!          12/27/1987 
Arturo and Rosa Borja  29 Years!          12/29/1989 
Andres and Maria Orozco 27 Years!          12/27/1991 
Angel and Maria Rocha  21 Years!          12/26/1997 
Juan and Ampara Aguilera 18 Years!          12/29/2000 
Aaron and Karla Coronado 15 Years!          12/27/2003 
Tom and Susan Rolli  13 Years!          12/26/2005 
José Hernandez and Julia Barrera   6 Years!          12/26/2012 
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Save the Dates: St Sabina’s 6 Week Grief 
Recovery Group Our next Self-Help Grief Group will 
begin on Tuesday, March 12 through Tuesday, April 16 
from 10-11:30am. Watch the bulletin for more 
information. Questions? Contact Marta 816-979-3154. 
 

Grieving during the holidays, Catholic 
Community Hospice If you have experienced the loss 
of a loved one in the past few years, the holiday season 
can be challenging. Please consider reading our Holiday 
Grieving: Reflections, Tips and Hopes page on our 
website: https://catholiccharitiesks.org/grieving-during-
the-holidays/. 
 

Beginning Experience “Coping with Life Alone”             
is a Beginning Experience grief support program that 
meets for seven weeks. The program helps those who 
have lost a love relationship due to death, divorce or 
separation, move through the experience of grief and 
loss into a future of renewed hope. The next program will 
be Saturdays from 2-4pm, January 5 through February 
16 at Church of the Ascension, Overland Park, KS. For 
information and registration contact Donna at 816-305-
3760. 

Anna Anderson 
Dick Armstrong 
Pauline Bellm 
John Bidondo 
Peter Bowen 
Maxine Bremer 
Joyce Callahan 
John Caoile 
John Cikan 
Joseph Coots 
Rikki DeVaul 
Nolan Dickerson 
Pete DiGeorge 
Steven DiGeorge 
Jim Dillon 
Kelly Dirks 
Paula Dull 
Judy Giannini 
Kelly Hall 
Emily Emke-Hayes 
Terry Eppert 
Dave Feller                                                                                     
Cheryl Frezza 
Jim Frezza 
Sergio Gallardo 
Al Gebauer 
Ginny Hainey 
Cathy Hall 
Laverne Harlow 

Allyson Harkins 
Connie Harper 
Cherie Hatfield 
Beth Heide 
Rhonda Henke 
John Hirt 
Shayla Hoffman 
John Holden 
Cecilia Imming 
Lisa January  
Araceli Jimenez 
Don Kueck 
Darrell Littler 
Ray Malisos 
Angela Maria 
Jamie Martinez 
Janet Moorman 
Harry Muench 
Joan Muench 
Bella Nouryeh 
Ezequil Olarte 
Thelma Palmer 
George Panebianco 
David Pierce 
Gary Prendergast 
Doug Pritchett 
Rita Pruitt 
Thelma Putnam 
Sherman Ragsdale 

Larry Rhodes 
Amy Ritchie 
Jim Ruffini 
Anna Ryan 
Ron Schock 
Brenda Sheppard 
Brian Sheppard 
Doris Shields 
Kathy Shields 
Lois Simpson 
Michelle Soto 
Baby Stone 
Kayla Stone 
Rita Stout 
Ursula Suwito 
Jean Tate 
Angel Thomas 
Bruce Thompson 
Priscilla Tristani 
Robert VanMeter 
Jim Wall 
Mary Westfall 
Marie Wilburn 
Travis Woods 
Jeanette Woolworth 
Carmitia Yust 
Debra Zayas 

Nursing Home Mass Schedule 
Dec 26  No Mass or Service 
Jan    2  10:30am Beautiful Savior 
Jan    9  10:00am Redwood of Raymore 

And 
Suddenly 
there   was 

with  the  Angel 
a      multitude    of 

the    heavenly    host 
praising  God and saying 

Glory    to   God 
In the highest, and on earth 
Peace, goodwill towards men 

Luke 2 
13-14 

 
Wishing You Joy and Peace 
St. Sabina Wellness Center 

Page 6 

Wellness Center Class Schedule 
Monday: CLOSED 
Tuesday: CLOSED 
Wednesday: Intermediate Yoga 1-2pm 
  Gentle Yoga 2-3pm 
  Restorative Yoga 6-7pm 
Thursday: Stretch & Strength 1-2pm 
  Gentle Stretch & Strength 2-3pm 
  Yoga 6-7pm 
Friday:  Intermediate Yoga 1-2pm 
  Gentle Yoga 2-3pm 



Contributions for December 16 
Due to early bulletin deadlines, the December 16 
contributions will be listed in the December 30 bulletin. 
 

Poinsettias in Memory/Honor of our Loved Ones 
Thanks to everyone who contributed funds to purchase 
poinsettias to decorate our church for Christmas. 
Poinsettias have been placed in the sanctuary in 
memory of the following: Karen Taylor, Walt and Ann 
Oliver, George Pierce, Bob Meiron, Albert and Loritta 
Verhulst, L.B. Storenski, Harold Brown, Ray Silvers, 
Casey Pointer, Megan Ramos, James P. Adams, Dodie 
and Joe Maurer, Raymond P. Burns, Justin H. Chrane, 
Keith Buell, Ursula Buell, Ray Yust, Sr., Veronica Yust, 
Irena Oczko, Halina and Edward Pawlus, Stefania and 
Robert Papez, Phil Moore, Della White, Billy Caruthers, 
Donny Caruthers, Juan G. Gogue, Magdalena K. 
Gogue, Jay K. Gogue, Maria K. Gogue, Maggie K. 
Gogue, Joseph F. Falco, Sr., Frances Storm, Albert 
Storm, Fran Birkner, Greta Sellmeyer, Sandi Anderson, 
Theo Suwito, Felix Suwito, Arthur and Martha Anthony, 
the Gogue Family, the Reyes Family, Larry San Nicolas, 
Ralph Richardson, Ruth Richardson, Catherine Gorman, 
and Ivan Dull. 
 

Poinsettias have also 
been placed in the 
sanctuary in honor of 
the Ron and Jeanie 
Hoffman Family and 
the Gebauer Family. 

El Salvador Scholarship Student, Estefany 
Estefany Raquel Hernández 
Peña lives in the community 
of Cinquera. She is 18 years 
old and she attends the 
University of El Salvador 
located in San Salvador.  She 
is currently is her first year of 
study and she is majoring in 
Business Administration. She 
entered the scholarship 
program in 2018 and she is 
expected to graduate in 2022.  
  
Estefany has classes Monday 
- Thursday from 6:55am-
10:30am.  She, along with 
other scholarship students from Cinquera, lives in an 
apartment in San Salvador during the week. She leaves 
the apartment each day at 6am and returns at 11am.  
Ana travels approximately 4 hours by bus to her home in 
Cinquera each weekend to be with her family. 
  
Estafany’s home is built of cement blocks, and it has a 
toilet, potable water and electricity. 
  
Estefany’s mother, Marta, is a housekeeper, is 57 years 
old and received a sixth-grade education.  Her brother, 
José, is 27 years old, finished high school and is 
currently continuing his studies. 
  
This year Estefany’s community project was Prevention 
before Treatment, a program which taught adolescents 
in Cinquera about sexual education in order to reduce 
the risk of teenage pregnancies, educate about sexual 
and reproductive responsibility and raise awareness 
about sexually transmitted diseases. 
 
This past year Estefany’s major achievement was 
finishing high school. Her major challenge is adapting to 
life at the university and being away from her family. 
  
Estefany hopes to one day be able support her family, 
continue helping with the community projects, and to 
give back to the scholarship program.  
  
To donate to our El Salvador Scholarship fund, please 
visit our website at www.stsabinaparish.org and click on 
on-line giving or drop a check in the collection with El 
Salvador written in the memo line. 
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“When Christ came into the world, he said: ‘Sacrifice 
and offering you did not desire, but a body you 

prepared for me; in holocausts and sin offerings you 
took no delight.  Then I said, “As is written of me in 
the scroll, behold, I come to do your will, O God.’” 

Hebrews 10: 5-7 
As we draw close to the great Feast of the Nativity, 
we hear the bold stewardship proclamation twice in 
today’s second reading from the Letter to the 
Hebrews: “Behold, I come  to do your will, O God!” 
Who is this Jesus? Who are we that we should follow 
him? Many want him as a friend, a guide, a king, an 
advocate. We long to see the face of God. Jesus 
reveals the nature of God, the servant sent to give us 
new life in Him. Take time to ponder: Do we have the 
courage to follow Jesus? To show others the face of 
God? To say to the Lord: “Behold, I come to do your 
will”? — See more at www.catholicstewardship.com 



Youth News 
Thursday Morning 
Donuts! Every Thursday 
that Belton High School is 
in session, Kirstie will 
have donuts and a little 
prayer for High School 
youth heading to school. The Youth Office doors will 
open at 6:55am for kids to stop in on their way to school. 

 

Confirmation Candidates! All youth enrolled in the 
Confirmation program must have a Sponsor to join them 
on the journey to the sacrament of Confirmation. There 
will be once a month meetings which are listed on the 
Youth Calendar which is available on the parish website. 
A sponsor is an adult Catholic who is confirmed, in good 
standing with the Catholic church and who is available to 
attend the meetings with the youth. It is not 
recommended that a parent serve as a sponsor. Our 
next Sponsor Night will be February 13th from 7-8:30pm 
in the Parish Hall. If you have any questions, please 
contact Kirstie Roberts. 
 

Confirmation Sponsors! Thank you to all of the 
parishioners who have stepped forward to sponsor our 
confirmation students who needed you! This is our 
largest class so far and it's wonderful to see our parish 
family support them! 
 

Search Team! All current and former Peer Ministers 
are invited to contact Kirstie if you would like to serve on 
the Search Retreat this spring, March 1st-3rd. We will 
begin meetings at the end of January. 
 

PSR News 
First Reconciliation service for all students in the 
2nd grade and those preparing for First Holy 
Communion will be on January 22nd at 7pm in the 
church. 

Child Safety 
The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed 
to combatting sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a 
victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect 
sexual abuse: 
 

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 
1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is currently under the 
age of 18), and 
2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or 
call 911, and 
3. After reporting to these civil and law 
enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual 
abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the 
Diocesan Ombudsman, Jenifer Valenti, at 
816.812.2500 or JeniferValenti@att.net, if the 
abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or 
volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. 
Joseph. 
 

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing 
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse 
and their families. Please contact Victim Advocate, 
Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or 
chastain@diocesekcsj.org for more information. 
 

All volunteers with youth and children must attend one 
Protecting God’s Children workshop, submit to a 
background check and sign the policy on Ethics and 
Integrity in Ministry, (EIM). More info at  
https://kcsjcatholic.org/the-office-of-child-and-youth-protection/ 
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This fourth Sunday of Advent surfaces the theme of 
expectation, anticipation and immediate preparation 
for God’s eternal desire to take on our human flesh. 
God chose to become one of us. Each of the 
readings speaks of the longing for God and the 
overwhelming joy of that longing fulfilled in the person of 
Jesus. 
 

The prophet Micah, writing during the Babylonian 
exile of the people from their land, announces that 
from insignificant places and lowly status, the 
promised one of God would come to restore the 
people to their land and to bring about God’s peace. 
The connection with Bethlehem and with one born of 
woman indicate the longing of the people for God’s 
anointed, for one like us who would bring peace to the 
land and be Israel’s true shepherd. 
 

The second reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
presents Jesus as the Christ, God’s anointed, who 
came into the world to do God’s will. Christ was so 
attuned to God that he was able to model for us, as a full 
human being, what God desires of us. To do God’s will 
is to be attuned to God’s perspective, allowing 
God’s mindset to influence, direct and shape our 
lives. 
 

In the reading from Luke, we honor two women who, 
in their own way, “saw” God face to face, attuned 
themselves to God’s will and allowed it to shape 
their lives. Mary allowed God to take flesh in her life 
while Elizabeth, in her old age, would give birth to John, 
who would prepare the way for God’s coming. Both 
actively respond and agree to cooperate in God’s 
plan, willing to do God’s will no matter the 
challenges. Through them, God was able to come 
fully as one of us. 
 

This Sunday we too express our longing for and 
anticipation of that coming, by calling upon God to 
allow us to “see your face.” 
It was usually understood that 
God was so beyond our 
experience and 
comprehension that humans 
could not “see” God and live. 
Even Moses, God’s chosen 
one, had to be careful on Mt. 
Sinai so as not to be 
overwhelmed by the presence 
of God. 
 

However, the refrain from 
responsorial Psalm 80 asks 
God to allow us that very 

intimacy. This Sunday we are invited to sing, “Lord, 
make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved.” This is the perennial paradox of all 
religious experience. God is mystery beyond all human 
comprehension. Yet our human desire, yearning and 
longing is to plumb the depths of such mystery. In 
striving to fulfill that desire, the lurking danger is that we 
might not be prepared or able to be one with God. That 
is where the wisdom of the psalm refrain dominates this 
Sunday. 
 

Throughout this Advent season, we have been 
joyfully anticipating God’s coming into our lives as 
the judge at the end time, as the baby at Christmas, 
and as the one whose constant presence suffuses 
our daily lives. But that anticipation also calls for 
adequate preparation so that the encounter with the 
living God is a fruitful one, enriching our lives. 
 

As the readings during all of Advent have stressed, 
this preparation involves living and acting justly in 
all our dealings. We are challenged to live justly and 
it demands much of us. That is why the psalm calls upon 
God to help us turn our faces and hearts toward God so 
that we may fully encounter the face of God and live. 
Our faith enables us to encounter the face of God in 
the poor, the oppressed, the stranger and the 
migrant seeking safety at our doors. This wisdom is 
beautifully captured in the last line of the play, Les 
Miserables, when Jean Valjean sings, “To love 
another person is to see the face of God.” 
 

How have you turned your face and heart toward 
God this Advent Season? How have your actions 
been suffused with justice? Even at this late date, 
the psalm reminds us that with God, it is never too late 
to turn towards God and experience the fullness of God. 
So what are you waiting for? 
 

Biagio Mazza, Pastoral Associate 

Catholics are mostly exposed to the Bible 
through the Sunday Lectionary Readings. 
In order to help us all enter into the Bible 
through the Sunday readings, we offer 
study sessions that provide an opportunity 
to read, to study background to the 
readings, and to reflect on how to apply 
the readings to our lives. Our next Bible 
Study dates are Dec 23 and January 13 
at 10:30am in the conference room. All 
are welcome; bring a Bible. To register, 
call Biagio at 816-979-3153. 

 

Sunday, December 23 
1st Reading: Micah 5:1-4a 
Psalm: Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4) 
2nd Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 
 
Sunday, December 30 
1st Reading: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 
Psalm: Psalm 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 (see 5a) 
2nd Reading: 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 
Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 
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BELTON
TRANSMISSION

AND REPAIR
Domestic & Foreign

Ron Gardella, Parishioner

(816) 318-8955
315 N. Scott,

Belton

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas 

featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols 
and a reading of the Gospel of 
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby! 

Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00
800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 

Bing Crosby Enterprises

FRED YONKER
Financial Advisor

Dedicated to helping my clients reach their
Financial Goals & Solutions for Long Term

Financial Security!
• Retirement Savings       • Living In Retirement
• Education Savings        • Becoming Tax Smart

Contact Parishioner Fred Yonker at
o 816.425.5018   c 913.426.3188 
fred.yonker@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com/fred-yonker

Windows • Doors 
Bathrooms • Roofing • Siding

816.216.7320
Mention this ad for 25% Off Products

www.roloxhomeservice.com

Rolox Home Service, LLC
Your home is where 

our heart is.

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

�

Teresa M. Kelly, D.V.M.
Parishioner

Jennifer D. McCallum, D.V.M.

Kenneth A. Vansickle, D.V.M.

Phone: (816) 331-0061
Fax: (816) 331-0443

1001 E. North Avenue
(58 Hwy) • Belton, MO
Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm
Saturday 8:00am-12:00noon

522260 St Sabina Church

HARDWARE-BUILDING MATERIALS-PAINT
617 North Scott Belton, MO 64012

P.O. Box 619
331-2211 Fax 331-0981

Hours: Mon-Fri 7 AM-5 PM Sat 8 AM-1 PM

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

www.heartlandelectric.com
Tel: (816) 318-8500

Residential-Commercial-Industrial

Mark A. Anderson, D.D.S.
119 Bradford Lane
Belton, MO 64012
816-331-9802

www.markandersondds.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

816-322-0488
Cosmic Bowling

Friday & Saturday Nights
10PM - 1AM

www.aaronsfec.com
17070 Aaron Ln

Belton, MO 64012

JIM’S DISCOUNT
MUFFLERS

Great Service • Great Prices
• Brakes • Shocks
• Mufflers • Struts

Discounts to Seniors
903 N. Scott - Belton, MO

Ph. 331-0566 • Fax 322-2231
Eckhard Preuss
Agent

8009 E. 171st PO Box 645
Belton, MO 64012-0645
Bus 816.331.4288 Fax 816.331.2907
eckhard.preuss.b5xr@statefarm.com

12800 2nd St., Grandview, MO 64030
Ph. 816-966-8836

Doug Thurman — Parishioner
• Concrete Steps
• Splash Blocks
• Specialty Products

www.alliedconcreteproducts.com

COLLISION REPAIR CENTER
20203 Holmes Rd., Belton, MO 64012 RICK HOWARD
816-322-1900 ST. THOMAS MORE PARISHIONER
FAX 322-0705 COLLISION REPAIR SPECIALIST

Free Insured
Estimates

(816) 331-8909
Daniel Meissen
New • Re-Roofs

Repairs

AND SONS
ROOFING

Roofing
Specialists

SAME DAY SERVICE

HOUSE CALLS

REASONABLE RATES

SAME LOCATION 31 YRS

MASTER PLUMBERS

NICK & MARION BIONDO, JR.

331-1650
607 N. SCOTT, BELTON

FOURWAY
P L U M B I N G

DRAIN CLEANING
GARBAGE DISPOSALS

FAUCETS • SINKS • TUBS
TOILETS & SUMP PUMPS



Este cuarto domingo de Adviento revela el tema de 
la expectativa, anticipación y preparación inmediata 
para el deseo eterno de Dios de asumir nuestra 
carne humana. Dios eligió ser uno de nosotros. 
Cada una de las lecturas habla del anhelo por Dios y la 
abrumadora alegría de ese anhelo realizado en la 
persona de Jesús. 
 
El profeta Miqueas, escribiendo durante el exilio 
babilónico de la gente de su tierra, anuncia que 
desde lugares insignificantes y humildes, el 
prometido de Dios vendría a restaurar a la gente a 
su tierra y traer la paz de Dios. La conexión con 
Belén y con uno nacido de una mujer indican el anhelo 
de la gente por el ungido de Dios, para alguien como 
nosotros que traería paz a la tierra y fuera el verdadero 
pastor de Israel. 
 
La segunda lectura de la carta a los hebreos 
presenta a Jesús como el Cristo, el ungido de Dios, 
que vino al mundo para hacer la voluntad de Dios. 
Cristo estaba tan sintonizado con Dios que pudo 
modelar para nosotros, como un ser humano completo, 
lo que Dios desea de nosotros. Hacer la voluntad de 
Dios es estar en sintonía con la perspectiva de Dios, 
permitiendo que la mentalidad de Dios influya, dirija 
y dé forma a nuestras vidas. 
 
En la lectura de Lucas, honramos a dos mujeres 
que, a su manera, "vieron" a Dios cara a cara, se 
sintonizaron con la voluntad de Dios y permitieron 
que moldeara sus vidas. María permitió que Dios se 
encargara de su vida, mientras que Isabel, en su vejez, 
daría a luz a Juan, quien prepararía el camino para la 
venida de Dios. Ambos responden activamente y 
acuerdan cooperar en el plan de Dios, dispuestas a 
hacer la voluntad de Dios sin importar los desafíos. 
A través de ellas, Dios pudo venir plenamente como 
uno de nosotros. 
 
Este domingo también expresamos nuestro anhelo 
y anticipación de esa venida, invocando a Dios para 
que nos permita "ver su rostro". Generalmente se 
entendió que Dios estaba más allá de nuestra 
experiencia y comprensión que los humanos no podían 
"ver" a Dios y vivir. Incluso Moisés, el elegido de Dios, 
tuvo que tener cuidado en el monte Sinaí para no ser 
abrumado por la presencia de Dios. 
 
Sin embargo, el estribillo del Salmo 80 responsorial le 
pide a Dios que nos permita esa misma intimidad. Este 
domingo estamos invitados a cantar: “Oh Dios, 
restáuranos, que brille tu rostro y nos salve”. Esta 
es la paradoja perenne de toda experiencia religiosa. 
Dios es un misterio más allá de toda comprensión 

humana. Sin embargo, nuestro deseo y anhelo 
humano es profundizar en ese misterio. Al 
esforzarse por cumplir ese deseo, el peligro oculto es 
que quizás no estemos preparados o capaces de ser 
uno con Dios. Ahí es donde domina este domingo la 
sabiduría del estribillo del salmo. 
 
A lo largo de esta temporada de Adviento, hemos 
estado anticipando alegremente la venida de Dios a 
nuestras vidas como el juez en el tiempo final, como 
el bebé en Navidad y como el que tiene una 
presencia constante en nuestra vida cotidiana. Pero 
esa anticipación también requiere una preparación 
adecuada para que el encuentro con el Dios vivo sea 
fructífero y enriquezca nuestras vidas. 
 
Como han subrayado las lecturas durante todo el 
Adviento, esta preparación implica vivir y actuar 
con justicia en todos nuestros tratos. Tenemos el 
desafío de vivir con justicia y eso nos exige mucho. Es 
por eso que el salmo llama a Dios para que nos ayude 
a dirigir nuestros rostros y corazones hacia Dios para 
que podamos encontrarnos completamente con el 
rostro de Dios y vivir. Nuestra fe nos permite encontrar 
el rostro de Dios en los pobres, los oprimidos, los 
extranjeros y los migrantes que buscan seguridad 
en nuestras puertas. Esta sabiduría está bellamente 
captada en la última línea de la obra, Les 
Miserables, cuando Jean Valjean canta: "Amar a 
otra persona es ver el rostro de Dios". 
 
¿Cómo ha vuelto su rostro y su corazón hacia Dios 
en esta temporada de Adviento? ¿Cómo han sido 
impregnadas de justicia sus acciones? Incluso en 
esta fecha tardía, el salmo nos recuerda que con Dios, 
nunca es demasiado tarde para volverse hacia Dios y 
experimentar la plenitud de Dios. ¿Entonces, Qué 
espera? 
 
Biagio Mazza 
Asociado Pastoral 

Lecturas del Domingo, 23 de Diciembre 
Primera Lectura: Miqueas 5:1-4 
Salmo: Salmo 80:2ac y 3b, 15-16, 18-19 
Segunda Lectura: Hebreos 10:5-10 
Evangelio: Lucas 1:39-45 
 
Lecturas del Domingo, 30 de Diciembre 
Primera Lectura: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 
Salmo: Psalm 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 
Segunda Lectura: 1 Juan 3:1-2, 21-24 
Evangelio: Lucas 2:41-52 
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Noticias Juveniles 
Donas los Jueves por 
la Mañana! Cada 
jueves que Belton High 
School tiene clases, 
Kirstie tendrá donas y 
hará oraciones con los 
jóvenes de High School 
antes de ir a la escuela. Las puertas de la Oficina de la 
Juventud se abrirán a las 6:45am para que los jóvenes 
pasen antes de la escuela. 
 

¡Candidatos de la Confirmación! La próximo noche 
de Padrinos para la Confirmación será el 13 de febrero, 
7-8: 30pm en el Salón Parroquial. Se espera que todos 
los candidatos a la confirmación (jóvenes) y su padrino 
adulto asistan a estas reuniones. Si el padrino no puede 
asistir a una reunión con el joven, el joven todavía debe 
asistir. Si tienes dificultades para encontrar un padrino, 
póngase en contacto con Kirstie Roberts en la Oficina 
de la Juventud y ella estará encantada de encontrar a 
alguien para ti. 
 

¡Padrinos de Confirmación! ¡Gracias a todos los 
feligreses que han dado el paso adelante de ser padrino 
de nuestros estudiantes de confirmación! ¡Esta es 
nuestra clase más grande hasta ahora y es maravilloso 
ver a nuestra familia parroquial apoyarlos! 
 

¡Equipo de Search (retiro de confirmación)! Todos 
los ministros actuales y anteriores están invitados a 
ponerse en contacto con Kirstie si desea participar en el 
Retiro de Search esta primavera, del 1 al 3 de marzo. 
Comenzaremos las reuniones a fines de enero. 
 
Noticias de la Escuela de Religión 
El servicio de Primera Reconciliación para todos los 
estudiantes en el segundo grado y los que se preparan 
para la Primera Comunión será el 22 de enero a las 7pm 
en la iglesia. 
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Seguridad Infantil 
La Diócesis de Kansas City-St. Joseph esta 
comprometida a luchar contra el abuso sexual en la 
Iglesia. Si usted es victima de abuso sexual, ó si usted 
observa o sospecha de abuso sexual, por favor: 
1) Llame a línea directa de Abuso Infantil en Missouri 

al 1.800.392.3738 (si la victima tiene menos de 18 
años de edad). 

2) Póngase en contacto con su departamento de 
policía local o llame al 911. 

3) Después de informarle a las autoridades de la 
orden civil y de leyes, reporte el abuso sexual del 
menor o del adulto vulnerable al Defensor del 
Pueblo Diocesano, Jenifer Valenti, al 
816.812.2500 o a su correo electrónico, 
jennifervalenti@att.net, si el abuso implica a un 
sacerdote, diacono, empleado o voluntario de la 
Diócesis de Kansas City-St. Joseph. 

La Diócesis tiene un sincero compromiso con los 
recursos del cuidado y la curación para las victimas de 
abuso sexual y a sus familias. Por favor póngase en 
contacto con la Defensora de Victimas, Kathleen 
Chastain al 816.392.0011 o chastain@diocesekcsj.org 
para mas información. 
 

Todas las personas que son voluntarios con los 
jóvenes ó niños de nuestra parroquia deben atender a 
un taller llamado Protegiendo a los Niños de Dios, 
también necesitaran someterse a una verificación de 
antecedentes y deberán firmar la póliza sobre Éticas e 
Integridad en el Ministerio (EIM). Más información en 
https://kcsjcatholic.org/the-office-of-child-and-youth-protection/  



Donaciones por Internet 
Sta. Sabina ofrece una 
opción de donar en línea 
para los feligreses y visitantes. Esta es una manera 
fácil, y segura de contribuir por internet. Para 
establecer una contribución única o recurrente: visite 
nuestro sitio web de la parroquia en 
www.stsabinaparish.org, haga clic en el botón "Online 
Giving" en la parte superior derecha y llene el 
formulario de contribución en línea. 
 

¿Está Sta. Sabina en Su Lista de Regalos de 
Navidad? 
Estamos oficialmente en la temporada de compras 
navideñas. Por favor, recuerde nuestra parroquia 
mientras prepara sus regalos de Navidad y termina sus 
donaciones para el fin de año. Sus donaciones a 
nuestra parroquia ayudan a pagar los servicios públicos 
para mantenerlos en funcionamiento, proporcionar los 
suministros necesarios para nuestros programas y 
ministerios, permitirnos crear oportunidades de 
compañerismo para nuestra familia parroquial, pagar a 
nuestro personal que mantiene las cosas funcionando 
sin problemas y cubrir gastos inesperados de 
reparación y mantenimiento . El sustento de nuestra 
parroquia depende de los dones de todos los miembros 
de nuestra familia parroquial. Por favor, considere en 
oración hacer un regalo especial de Navidad y fin de 
año además de su diezmo regular. ¡Recuerde que para 
obtener una deducción de impuestos por sus regalos 
de 2018, deben enviarse antes del 31 de diciembre de 
2018! 
 

Horario de Misas Navideñas y del Año Nuevo 
Lunes, 24 de diciembre a las 4pm en Inglés 
Martes, 25 de diciembre a las 10am en Inglés 
Martes, 25 de diciembre a las 12:30pm en Español 
María, Santa Madre de Dios 
Lunes, 31 de diciembre a las 6pm en Inglés 
Martes, 1 de enero a las 10am en Inglés 
 

Felicidades Por Su Quinceañera 
Felicidades a Daniela Escamilla, la hija de Oscar 
Escamilla y Marisela Hernández, que celebró su 
Quinceañera el 22 de Diciembre. 
 

Los Reyes Magos 
La celebración de los Reyes Magos será el 
domingo 06 de enero del 2019, 
repartiremos dulces y cacahuates a los 
niños después de la misa. Si desea donar 
dulces puede traerlos a la oficina o dejarlos 
en el espacio de reunión de la iglesia. 

Platicas Pre-Bautismales - 12 de Enero 
Normalmente cada segundo 
Sábado del mes de las 10 am a la 1 
pm. (Sólo para niños de 0-6 años.) 
Salón doble del área de educación. 
Para niños mayores de 7 años 
requerirán una formación especial. 
 

PRÓXIMOS BAUTISMOS: llamar a 
Kris al 816-979-3151. Favor de 
llenar su aplicación para asistir a las 
platicas con anterioridad. No se ofrece cuidado de 
niños 
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Parroquia Católica de Santa Sabina 
 
700 Trevis Ave. Belton, MO • www.stsabinaparish.org • 
www.facebook.com/stsabinaparish • 816-331-4713 
 
 
Horarios de la Oficina: 9:00am-5:00pm, Lunes - Jueves y 9:00am-1:00pm, Viernes 

Sábado: 4:00pm en Ingles  
 

Domingo: 8:00am y 10:30am en Ingles,  
12:30pm en Español 

 

Confesiones: Sábados, 3:00-3:30pm 
 

Cuarto Domingo de Adviento        23 de Diciembre, 2018 

¡Felicidades a Wendy, quien celebró sus quince años el 23 de noviembre! 
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