Saint Sabina Catholic Church

700 Trevis Ave. Belton, MO * www.stsabinaparish.org
www.facebook.com /stsabinaparish * 816-331-4713

Pictured are John Berryman and Bob Coshun at the 16th annual Paul Vargo Golf Tournament
last Saturday.

Mass Times

Saturday: 4:00pm in English
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30am in English,

12:30pm in Spanish

Confessions: Saturdays, 3:00-3:30pm

Visit our website for Holy Day and special
Mass times.

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time September 24, 2017




Parish Staff/Mass Intentions

Fr. Jeff Stephan, Pastor 816-979-3157 X57 frieff@stsabinaparish.org
Deacon Mike Gates mikeg@stsabinaparish.org
Bridget Hernandez, Stewardship and Communications/Corresponsabilidad y Comunicaciones

816-979-3159 X59 bridget@stsabinaparish.org
Kris Larkey, Business Manager/Gerente de Operaciones

816-979-3151 X51 kris@stsabinaparish.org
Biagio Mazza, Pastoral Associate/Asociado Pastoral

816-979-3153 X53 biagio@stsabinaparish.org
Susan Ratigan, Liturgist/Liturgista 816-979-3158 X58 susan@stsabinaparish.org
Kirstie Roberts, Dir. of Religious Ed. & Youth Ministry/Dir. de Educacion Religiosa y Ministro de Jévenes

816-979-3155 X55 kirstie@stsabinaparish.org
Marta Roper, Pastoral Care Coordinator/Coordinadora Pastoral

816-979-3154 X54 marta@stsabinaparish.org
Jeff Shields, Finance Coordinator/Coordinador de Finanzas

816-979-3152 X52 jeffshields@stsabinaparish.org
Tracy Wheeler, Maintenance/Mantenimiento tracy@stsabinaparish.org
Berenice Zayas, Family Life & Hispanic Ministry/Vida de la Familia Parroquial y Ministerio Hispano

816-979-3150 X50 berenice@stsabinaparish.org

Kathleen Chastain, Diocesan Victim Advocate

816-392-0011 chastain@diocesekcsj.org
Jenifer Valenti, Diocesan Ombudsman 816-812-2500 jeniferValenti@att.net
Wellness Center/Centro de Bienestar
Wendy Mora Cedillo 816-979-3090 FOLLOW US ON
Jeannine Midgett 816-979-3093 Db
Patricia Moreno 816-979-3092 faCEbOOk

From Death to New Life

| MaSS In en lons De la Muerte a la Nueva Vida

FOR THE WEEK € —— tFelix Suwito, son of Theo and Ursula Suwito

tJeanne Lillig-Patterson, mother of Cortney,

Intentions for September 25-29, 2017 Will, Clay and Lindsey
Mon. 8am COMMUNION SERVICE . _ ,
Tues. 6pm  tJesis Cedillo tJesus Cedillo, tio de Gustavo, Rosa vy

Wed. 11 Intenti f Ed Fensk

© am (ré:rnng:: (\)/i”age)ens © Diana Luna Cedillo, y Rebeca Perez
Thurs. 8am  tAnna Scarcello . . .
Fri. 8am  tFrank Brennan tMaurice Tobin, brother of Fr. Chuck Tobin
Saturday, September 30, 2017

4:00pm TLucius and tStella LeBoeuf
Sunday, October 1, 2017

8:00am TGeorge Morrison
10:30am Intentions of the Parish Family

12:30pm spanish Intenciones de la Sociedad del Altar
1Vicenta Cabrales
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Elizabeth Cedillo, Elvia y Wendy Mora Cedillo,




Sunday, September 24 - Domingo, 24 de Septiembre

Calendar/Parish Happenings

Beans and Rice Drive/Colecta de Arroz y Frijoles

9:00am
10:00am
10:30am
11:00am
11:00am
6:00pm

PSR/Parents Lounge
Talleres de Oracion y Vida
Bible Study

Ensayo del Coro Hispano
Escuela de Religion
Ensayo de Matachines

Monday, September 25 - Lunes, 25 de Septiembre

10:00am
4:00pm
5:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
Tuesday,
7:00am
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

Uplift Cooking

Uplift

Marian Prayer Group
Grief Recovery Group
Boy Scouts

Ensayo del Coro Hispano

September 26 - Martes, 26 de Septiembre

HS Youth Prayer Breakfast
ESL/Inglés Como Segunda Lengua
Living Stones

Pequefias Comunidades Cristianas

Wednesday, September 27 - Miércoles, 27 de Septiembre

9:00am
11:00am
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm

Legion of Mary
Mass at Carnegie Village
Choir Practice (4:00 and 10:30 Groups)

Faith Formation Offering: Book of Revelation

Love Thy Neighbor Meeting

Thursday, September 28 - Jueves, 28 de Septiembre

9:30am
10:00am
7:00pm
8:00pm

Quilters

Faith Formation Offering: Book of Revelation

RCIA/RICA
Choir Practice (8:00 Group)

Friday, September 29 - Viernes, 29 de Septiembre

5:00pm
Saturday,
9:00am
1:00pm
3:00pm

Ensayo de Quinceafiera—Alexandra Aguilar

September 30 - Sabado, 30 de Septiembre
An Invitation to Prayer Retreat for Women
Quinceafiera—Alexandra Aguilar
Confessions

Sunday, October 1 - Domingo, 1 de Octubre

9:00am
10:00am
11:00am
11:00am
6:00pm

PSR/Parents Lounge
Talleres de Oracion y Vida
Ensayo del Coro Hispano
Escuela de Religidon
Ensayo de Matachines

The Book of Revelation: What it Says and

Does Not Say

Wednesday Evenings, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, and
25,2017: 7-9 PM

Repeated on Thursday Mornings, Sept 28, Oct 5,
12,19, and 26, 2017:10 AM to Noon

The book of Revelation offers a message of hope
and consolation to a persecuted community. At the
same time, it challenges the followers of Christ to be
completely committed to the values and life style of
the Risen Lord.

These sessions will seek to understand the cultural,
political, and religious context of the community that
produced this unique book. We will explore the mind
and intention of its author, trying to uncover the
message being proclaimed, along with its unique
literary style. Further, we will examine the message
to see if it is still relevant for our day and time, along
with any practical applications for Christian living that
can be derived from the book.

Bring an open, inquiring mind, a Bible, and anyone
you think would benefit from our communal
exploration of one of the more intriguing books of the
Bible. All faith traditions are most welcomed.

Women's Mini-Retreat - "An Invitation to

Prayer"

The Altar Society is sponsoring a mini-retreat on
Saturday, September 30th from 9:00 - 12:00, in the
parish hall. The retreat will be led by Biagio Mazza,
and focus on ways to incorporate more prayer into
our busy lives. Topics such as 'Prayer in the
Workaday World', and 'Finding the Silence Within' will
be covered; take-home reference materials will be
provided. The mini-retreat will conclude with a Pot
Luck Lunch. The meat is being provided, but please
bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share. There is
no charge for the retreat. Sign-up sheets are in the
Gathering Space, or you can e-mail Cheryl Nichols at
cnich123@yahoo.com.

Priest Appreciation Pot Luck Dinner - Oct 28
Priesthood Sunday is celebrated annually the last
weekend of October. This year our parish will have a
pot-luck dinner in honor of our pastor, Fr. Jeff. The
dinner will be held on Saturday, October 28th after
the 4pm Mass in the gym. All parishioners are
welcome to bring a dish to share and to come and
enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship while thanking
Fr. Jeff for all that he does for our parish.

‘
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Parish Information

Save the Date—October 14

Come celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun (1917-2017). Please join us to pray the rosary and
honor our Lord and Lady during this 100th anniversary. We will pray in both English and Spanish. The Rosary
Crusade will be held at St. Sabina Parish on Saturday, October 14 at noon. Weather permitting, we will have the
rosary outside, so please bring your lawn chair.

We are looking for Junior High and High School youth to help hold the banners for the rosary and prayers. We also
need volunteers to lead a decade of the rosary in both languages. Those interested in helping please call Florencia

Trejo for English 816-649-4483 or Gloria Garcia for Spanish 816-559-1253.

Like Us On Facebook

We have been updating the St. Sabina Facebook page to
make it even more informative. We are now including
weekly videos and upcoming events, as well as regular
posts. Make sure you keep up on all the information and
news about St. Sabina by "Liking" our page. We have an
initial goal of getting 500 likes. Please help us out by going
to www.Facebook.com/StSabinaParish and hit the "Like"
button.

: Like us on
|Facebook

Pupusa Sale - October 8

On Sunday, October 8 our Salvadoran community will be
seling pupusas after Masses. A pupusa is a
traditional Salvadoran dish made of a thick, handmade
corn tortilla that is usually filled with variations of cheese,
pork, and refried beans. There will be samples to try so you
can purchase your favorite variety. The cost will be $2 each
and you can purchase them to go. All funds collected will
be used to fund our annual celebration in honor of Blessed
Oscar Romero.

Please take note:

Parents Lounge

The Parents Lounge would like to welcome you and
hope you can join us on Sundays at 9am, during
the PSR hour in the education wing. It is a great
opportunity to meet other parents and families of
the parish. This ministry is just a couple years old
but is slowly growing with new members, and we
look forward to seeing where God leads us as a
group this year.

Parents Lounge at St. Sabina is where we just
gather together and talk. In past years we have had
planned topics for discussion on occasion, but
typically it is just informal discussion on anything
from parenting subjects, kids' school events,
vacation destinations, family events, local activities,
etc. There is no long term commitment. Parents
Lounge is a come as you want type
meeting. Different events we have been involved in
are: Trunk or Treat, Stuff the Turkey, family
oriented Stations of the Cross during Lent, and
summer activities such as bowling. Don’t have any
kids in PSR yet?? That's okay! Younger children
are welcome to come. We have some toys and
coloring books for the children to play together.
Feel free to contact Anita Frey with questions. 816-
804-3127 or afreyhome@sbcglobal.net

We want to make all parishioners aware that the Belton Code of Ordinances states that nowhere within the city are
people allowed to “beg” or ask for money. If someone asks you for money in our parking lot when you come to
attend Mass, please direct them to any staff member at that Mass, or to the parish office during office hours, rather
than giving them money. A staff member is present after every Mass for any questions or concerns. You can find
us in the Gathering Space. We will direct them to the appropriate resources.

Thank you to all who brought in donations for our Beans and Rice
Drive! Volunteers will be delivering the donations on October 2. If
you’re interested in going, contact Sandy Katzer at 816-806-9760
or skatzer@swbell.net
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Area Information

Visit the Relic of Pope St. John Paul Il

This first-class relic of St. John Paul Il will be traveling
through the Kansas City area from October 16-19. The
schedule is as follows:

-Oct 16 9-11am St. Therese North

1pm-3:30pm Our Lady of Good Counsel Mass
followed by Veneration
6pm-9pm Cathedral of the Im. Conception

Mass with Bishop Johnston followed

by Veneration
-Oct 17 8:30-11am St Pius X High School
1-3pm St Michael the Archangel School
5-7Tpm Holy Cross Parish with 7pm Mass

in Spanish

St Joseph, MO

Queen of the Holy Rosary Mass
followed by Veneration

Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass
in Spanish

For additional information, please visit:
www.kcsjcatholic.org.

-Oct 18
-Oct 19 8:15am-2pm

4-Tpm

City-Wide Prayer Vigil—October 7

In partnership with the Human Rights Office of the
Diocese of Kansas City - St. Joseph, a City-Wide Prayer
Vigil for Immigrant and Refugee Families will be held at
St. John Francis Regis Parish, 8941 James A. Reed
Road, on Saturday, October 7, beginning with 4:30 p.m.
Mass. We will celebrate the diversity of our Catholic
faith with music, Matachines (indigenous religious
dancers), followed by an outdoor Living Rosary, then
food and fellowship in the Archbishop O’Hara Commons.

We invite you to join us in solidarity with immigrant
families by creating a safe place where mercy, hope, and
justice may flourish. Our goals are to:

raise awareness of immigrant families,

create a stronger, richer community, and to

grow mercy and social justice.

Please contact Deacon Ken or Cathy Albers at (816) 313

6]
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Cendy Aguilar
Alberto Andrade
Nancy Aracely
Rita Birkenbach
Guadalupe Chavez
Genesis Coffin
Megan Coley
Morgan Coley
Carlos Contreras
Cheryl DeMar
Tyler DeMay
Cecilia Estrella
Cindy Fields
Faith Ford

Kelly Ford

Saul Franco
Isela Fuentes
Antonio Garcia
Trang Gardiner
Jeffrey Gibel
Patricia Gitto
Amanda Gray
Mercedes Guzman
JoEllen Hainey
Coen Hendrix
Alexander Henkhaus
Brent Hermsmeier
Rocio Hernandez
Valeria Hernandez

r

Catherine Howe
Edwin Jara
Daliahna Jimenez
Amanda Jimenez
Jason Jones
Sean Kelley
David Kille
Estelle Lewis
Rodolfo Leynez
Sandy Littler
Olivia Lopez
Khristian Lopez
Jamillet Marquez
Luz Martinez
Bienvenido Martinez
Gabriel Martinez
Brisa Mauro
Kenia Mauro - Flores
Stacey McClish
Madalyn McGurn
Joshua Meckstroth
Camila Medrano
Alex Melendez
Stefany Mena
Melisa Monarrez
Miguel Morales
Amanda Mosman
Wendy Murphy
Amy Murtha

1y

Olivia Nateras
Jorge Peraza
John Poynter
Joshua Pritchett
Abigail Ragsdale
Kristian Rayos
Ana Reyes
Sandra Reyes
Maria Rocha
Lynn Roseburrough
Juana Sanchez
Billie Schmidt
Glen Schmidt
Dennis Schmidt
Eliza Senda
Shari Sheridan
Araceli Solis
Terri Standley
Margaret Stansbury
Anali Torres
David Trejo
Gabiriel Villasana
Alberto Viveros
Mason Walt
Paul Wantz
Gary Watkins
Jeannette Woolworth
Carmitia Yust

Happip Apniversariy

Leslie and Sharon Moss 48 Years! 10/1/1969
rgzrf_ic?;.for questions or to volunteer in this ministry of John and Colleen Shern 36 Yoars! 9/25/1981
© 1.8 Paluch Co,, Inc. Roberto and Rosa Cano 32 Years! 9/28/1985
Jose Hernandez and Olivia Rodriguez 25 Years! 9/26/1992
Jeffrey and Karen Moore 23 Years! 10/1/1994
Clifford and Cathy Parsley 22 Years! 9/30/1995
) Darren and Michelle Kopek 21 Years! 10/1/1996
! John and Mary Little 20 Years! 10/1/1997
Steven and Jamie Ayers 15 Years! 9/28/2002
Jacob Anderson and Leopolda Vasquez Jimenez 11 Years! 9/25/2006
Pedro Arreola and Maria Candia 8 Years! 9/26/2009
Raul Felix and Wendy Mora Cedillo 6 Years! 10/1/2011
R osa ry Brett and Kelly Thomas 6 Years! 10/1/2011
[Aff;&& Page 5




Stewardship

“He said to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not || Contributions for September 17
cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual || Envelopes/Sobres: $13,986.00
daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if | wish || Plate/Canasta: $ 960.94
to give this last one the same as you? Or am | not free || Maintenance-Upkeep: $ 528.00
to do as | wish with my own money? Are you envious || Latin American Apostolate: ~ $§ 1,152.51

because | am generous?’ Thus, the last will be first,

and the first will be last.”

Matthew 20: 13-16 DISCOVER| St Sabina offers an
We can be absolutely certain that God will never be = online giving option for
unfair to us. The Lord may bestow greater blessings parishioners and
on others, some of whom, again from our perspective, || visitors. This is an easy, safe and secure way to make
may seem less deserving. God is a righteous God. | contributions online. To set up a one-time or recurring
Through stewardship we acknowledge that everything [ contribution: go to our parish website at
comes to us from God. All our blessings may seem to || www.stsabinaparish.org, click the “Online Giving” button

be more or less than we deserve, but if we are grateful |l in the top right section and fill out the online contribution
for what we have and what we are, we will then (| form.

recognize God’s generosity and His grace. The
important thing to us should not be and cannot be Christmas in October—Oct 14

whether we are first or last. What is central is that we s save T che T e Chicings [ Odeher

arcia:f. partt fOf theWKing(::c?r? ?f c;(l)d' hThat ShOUIdI ge workday this year on Saturday, October 14th. We will
suticient for us. YVe get into trouble when we ConClude | heeaq |ots of volunteers, and especially house captains,

that God should think the way we do. — See more at | 5 that we can help many people this year. Sign-up to
www.catholicsteward.com/blog/ volunteer today in the gathering space.

Online Giving

Men’s Clothing Drive - October 1-15

St Sabina will conduct a men’s clothing drive to benefit Journey to New Life and Uplift Organization from October 1
- October 15. Journey to New Life is an organization that helps people re-enter life after prison. Uplift Organization
helps provide food and basic needs to the homeless in downtown Kansas City. Both groups are especially in need
of jeans, work pants, t-shirts, long-sleeved shirts, hoodies, new socks, and new underwear, all in sizes M-3x.
Please bring items to the gathering space when you come to Mass or bring items to the parish office during the
week. For more information about these organizations, please visit www.journeytonewlife.org or www.uplift.org.

El Salvador Scholarship Collection - Oct 1

On September 30 and October 1 our second collection will be for our scholarship students in El Salvador.
Currently St. Sabina supports 7 scholarship students in the town of Cinquera, which is in the department of
Cabanas. Please help support these students. Without our aid, they would not be able to attend college.

_ Pictured left are Chuck and Bill Sellmeyer at the
September 17th Chiefs game. Thank you to Bill and all
 who continue to support our scholarship students in El
| Salvador by purchasing raffle tickets for the Chiefs home
games this season! ...and congratulations, Chuck, on
winning the tickets for last week’s game!

Green Team Tip of the Week

i I Green your shoe and clothing purchases by shopping |
from members of the Sustainable Apparel |

“ I Coalition http://apparelcoalition.org/members/ I




Pastoral Care

Nursing Home Mass Schedule

Sept 27 11:00am Carnegie Village
Oct 4 10:30am Beautiful Savior
Oct 11 10:00am Redwood of Raymore

Alzheimer's Empowerment Seminar—Nov. 16

Our Lady of the Presentation Parish, Lee’s Summit, MO is
hosting this seminar, Nov. 16th, 1-2:30pm. Presented by
experts from the KU Alzheimer’'s Disease Center, topics

will include: How to Distinguish Concerning Memory
Changes from Typical Aging, Current Standard of
Treatments, Identifying Risk Factors and Identifying

Resources. This seminar is free and open to the public.

Bulletin Prayer Request List

Parishioners who are ill, or who have a loved one who is
ill, may request to have the person remembered on the
Prayer Request list published in our bulletin. Names will
remain on the list for two months but may be resubmitted
upon request. Please remember permission must be
given by the individual before the name can be
published. To add a name to the list contact Marta Roper
at 816-979-3154.

Mental Health Resource Numbers
NAMI - National Alliance on Mental lliness
816-931-0030 - Support, Education, Advocacy
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
1-800-273-TALK (8255) Available 24/7

ACI Mental Health Crisis Hotline
1-888-279-8188 Available 24/7, Multilingual

Wellness Center

Prayer Requests/Peticiones de Oracion

Jim Agnew

Bill Aldridge
Armando Alarcon
Diane Atchison
Marilyn Avalos
Louise Battaglia
Polleth Bautista
Nikki Barrett
Pauline Bellm
Beverly Bell
John Bidondo
Fran Birkner
Ramon Caratachea
Nancy Christian
Steve Circo
Anna Clark
Kristen Conner
Helen Cook
Joseph Coots
Paul DeMar
Nolan Dickerson
Frances DiGeorge
Steven DiGeorge
Argentina Meza Dubon
Carol Eckford
Brian Effertz
Terry Eppert
Joan Feeback
Butch Ford

Larry Foster
Emily Frezza
Dick Garnier
June Glunt
Karen Grantham
Laverne Harlow
Amber Hartenbower
Bonnie Haskins
Cherie Hatfield
Bob Heffernan
Beth Heide

Bart Henke
Rhonda Henke
Kathy Hicks
Pam Kelleher
Mary Carol King
Donna Kozar
John Lally
Susan Lewis
Beverly Little
Bill Locke
Debbie Locke
Jo Locke
Rachel Martinez
Denise Mehlo
Leonard Meiron
Harry Muench
Joan Muench

Bella Nouryeh
Jane Nouryeh
Thelma Palmer
Sherman Ragsdale
Dee Raya
Patricia Rellihan
Ann Ryan
Yvonne Salmon
Jo Ann Shrout
Shelline Smoot
Marie Stinger
Juanita Stockton
Jim Storm

Leo Storm

Mary Jane Storm
Jean Tate

Ruth Tayler
Angel Thomas
Bruce Thompson
Priscilla Tristani
Eduardo Vasquez
Sunny Vigil

Mary Westfall
Marie Wilburn
Jeannette Woolworth
Merle Woolworth
Carmitia Yust
Pablo Zayas

Did you know salad greens have a score? If you think lettuce is just lettuce, think again. Here’s a list of the

top 8 greens with a description of how they made the grade:

1@ Iceberg - Iceberg lettuce has been the salad standby for years. It contains fiber, potassium, zinc, calcium,
folate, vitamin A, and vitamin K. Iceberg lettuce has high water content, which is a very good thing.

1@ Arugula - Arugula is loaded with nutritional benefits for nearly every area of the body, from the brain to the liver,
to skin and blood vessels. Arugula contains phytochemicals, which are beneficial in preventing cancer.

!@| Kale -One cup of kale satisfies all your daily requirements for vitamins A, C and K. Kale has three grams of
protein. It helps with regular digestion, prevents constipation and lowers blood sugar.

!{®| Romaine —Romaine is a solid source of vitamin K and A, as well as folic acid. The folic acid helps keep blood
vessels healthy and clear, which also reduces the risk of heart attacks and stroke.

1@ Red Leaf Lettuce —Red leaf lettuce is high in potassium and vitamins A and K. Regular use of red leaf lettuce is
one of the best methods to improve overall health and reduce short term illnesses.

!@! Chicory - Chicory greens are a good source of thiamin, niacin, and zinc. Chicory is a powerful probiotic.
Chicory helps to combat digestive and intestinal problems like indigestion, heartburn and acid reflux because it
vigorously decreases the acidity of the body’s systems.

!@®| Spinach — Spinach is a nutritional powerhouse. It's loaded with vitamins, it boosts metabolism and digestion,
and aids in the strengthening of muscles. Spinach provides neurological benefits and helps maintain normal

blood pressure.

!@| Watercress — Watercress comes in with the best grade. It contains more vitamin C than an orange, as much
calcium as milk and more iron than the same serving of spinach. Watercress is a beneficial food that is strong,
preventive medicine when eaten daily. Doing so improves many body systems, repairs cellular damage, and
prevents cardiovascular, cancer and thyroid imbalance with the nutritional value it imparts.

Knowledge is power. Now go make some salads!

[XJK%R
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School of Religion/Youth Ministry

Volunteer Opportunities

Uplift Org. If you would like to bring meals to the
homeless on the 4th or 5th Monday of any month, please
contact Kirstie Roberts! This ministry is open to all
parishioners age 14 and older. Volunteers must report to
the Uplift Warehouse by 5pm and will be finished around
9:30pm.

Uplift Cooks! Anyone who would like to help prepare a
meal for the homeless is welcome to join our team on
the 4th Monday of each month at 10am in the gym. We
recommend that you bring a good -cutting knife,
vegetable peeler and can opener. Our next cooking date
is Monday, September 25th.

Harvesters! This local food bank provides food to
needy families around the KC area. Volunteers are
needed to help sort food donations and pack weekend
food bags for kids in our community. We will be taking a
group of 5 people on the third Thursday of each month.
Our next date is October 19th, 6-8pm. If you would
like to volunteer, call or email Kirstie in the Youth Office.

Community Meals Lord of Love Lutheran Church
offers a free meal to the community each Wednesday.
Every third Wednesday of the month St. Sabina
volunteers help prepare, serve and clean up in an effort
to work together with other Christians to carry out
Christ’s work. Our next volunteer date is October 18th.
Contact Berenice Zayas for more information or to sign
up at 816-979-3150 or berenice@stsabinaparish.org.

= ‘V

RIIY-PE#

)

ﬂr

Child Safety

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed
to combatting sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a
victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect
sexual abuse:

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at
1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is currently under the
age of 18), and

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or
call 911, and

3. After reporting to these civil and law
enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual
abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the
Diocesan Ombudsman, Jenifer Valenti, at
816.812.2500 or JeniferValenti@att.net, if the
abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or
volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St.
Joseph.

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse
and their families. Please contact Victim Advocate,
Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or
chastain@diocesekcsj.org for more information.

All volunteers with youth and children must attend one
Protecting God’s Children workshop, submit to a
background check and sign the policy on Ethics and
Integrity in Ministry, (EIM). More info at
https://kcsjcatholic.org/the-office-of-child-and-youth-protection/

Jillian, Kersten and AJ were the goalies in a very competitive game of cheese ball toss last Sunday evening at their
Youth Group gathering.

Page 8
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Reflection on the Readings

This Sunday’s
_readings place before
o US a significant
“>{ challenge. Matthew’s
.4 gospel presents our
| God as a
superabundantly
generous landowner
il who chooses to pay
the last hired the
same wages as the
first hired. It twists into
M knots our commonly
accepted notion of
“‘equal pay for equal work.” In our world of unions and
fair bargaining we cry “foul” or “unfair” as did the workers
who “bore the day’s burden and the heat.” The lesson we
learn from the readings is that God does not operate the
way we do. God treats all equally, no matter their position,
status, seniority, or any other factors that favor some above

others. The other readings help focus the key message
of this parable.

Isaiah, in the first reading, clues us in to several
aspects that we usually forget or take for granted. In
addressing the needs, concerns and worries of those
who had returned from exile, Isaiah instructs them and
us to “Seek the Lord.” In so doing, we learn several
realities about God. Our God is full of mercy and generous
in forgiving, always ready to provide whatever we need in
great abundance. Following upon this, we also learn that
God’s ways and thoughts are not our ways and
thoughts. If we are to seek the Lord, we have to learn new
ways of thinking and acting. Such change is always difficult,
calling us to risk uncharted waters and unknown paths.

The refrain from Psalm 145 continually instructs us
in the ways of God by assuring us that “the Lord is near
to all who call upon him.” It
proclaims once again the
creedal formula of the Jewish
people that was the refrain
from last Sunday’s
Responsorial Psalm, namely
that “the Lord is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger and of
great kindness. The Lord is
good to all and compassionate
towards all his works.” These
affirmations help us to see how
God’s ways and thoughts differ
from ours, and the work we need

Sunday, October 1

Sunday, September 24

1st Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9

Psalm: Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 (18a)
2nd Reading: Philippians 1:20c 24, 27a
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16a

1st Reading: Ezekiel 18:25-28
Psalm: Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (6a)
2nd Reading: Philippians 2:1-11
Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32

to do if we are to walk in God’s ways.

Paul’s letter to the Philippians shouts out his desire
to be with God by stating that “for...me life is Christ and
death is gain.” Paul has arrived at the point of desiring
total union with God. He has continually forged new
paths to God by attempting to conduct himself “in a way
worthy of the gospel of Christ.” He now challenges us to
do the same, for Christ is the model of how to walk in

God’s ways.

Matthew’s parable about the generous landowner is not
about money or fair wages but about God and God'’s
abundant love and generosity. God desires to be in love
relationship with all creation. As in any love relationship,
God gives generously, totally and completely to the
other. There is no holding back of self and no giving
based on needs or merit. No matter when the workers
were hired, each is paid equally, because each is
deserving of God’s love and generosity. Self-giving in
love is based on the desire of the loved one to give of
self completely to the other. To love another person in
this fashion is to “see the face of God” and to
understand God’s ways and thoughts. We never lose
God’s love. We may and can reject it but God, our lover,
never rejects or abandons us.

God loves all creation equally, completely and totally.
God displays no favoritism, and is equally receptive to all.
This flows out of God’s powerful and enduring covenant
love, a love that continually desires to be one with the
beloved. Nothing stands in the way of such faithful and
everlasting love. Our mission, if we choose to accept it, is
to walk in God’s ways by imitating the superabundant
generosity and love that God has showered upon us. How
will you imitate God’s love and generosity in your daily
dealings and interactions with others this coming week?

Biagio Mazza, Pastoral Associate

Catholics are mostly exposed to the Bible
through the Sunday Lectionary Readings.
In order to help us all enter into the Bible
through the Sunday readings, we offer
study sessions that provide an opportunity
to read, to study background to the
readings, and to reflect on how to apply
the readings to our lives. Our next Bible
Study dates are Sept. 24th and Oct. 8th
at 10:30am in the conference room. All
are welcome; bring a bible. To register,
call Biagio at 816-979-3153.

w
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Great Service e Great Prices
e Brakes e Shocks
e Mufflers e Struts

(816) 318-8955 617 North Scott

W 315 N. Scott,

331-2211

Belton, MO 64012

P.O. Box 619
Fax 331-0981

Discounts to Seniors
903 N. Scott - Belton, MO
Ph. 331-0566 ¢ Fax 322-2231

Ice Cream Parlor & Diner
with Hometown Hospitality!
Burgers, Homemade Soup,
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Bison Burgers, Chili & More!!
401 Main, Belton

www.serenitycarehospice.org

E&H EARTLA

RISH D

Irish Dance Classes in Peculiar, MO
Taught by certified instructor, Emily Fuchs McCarty

Belton Hours: Mon-Fri 7 AM-5 PM Sat 8 AM-1 PM
[} : CHANGING THE END OF LIFE EXPERIENCE
Tara S Cafe and Malt Shop . 7 s Proudly Serving 5 Missouri Counties
Malts & Old Fashion Sodas § 2 cﬂ Compassionate Care * Unique Care for Veterans
B 0ld Town Belton :_ fﬂ i i?f Specialty Pet and Music Therapy
- W Hospice Individual Plan of Therapy
g Hometown iy Bereavement Program & Much More!

816-380-3913

Eckhard Preuss
Agent

8009 E. 171st PO Box 645

Belton, MO 64012-0645

Bus 816.331.4288 Fax 816.331.2907
eckhard.preuss.b5xr@statefarm.com

o StateFarm’

To QLTI A
Catholic Cruises;andglours

860.399.1785

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Financial Advisor

Dedicated to helping my clients reach their
Financial Goals & Solutions for Long Term
Financial Security!

* Retirement Savings ¢ Living In Retirement
« Education Savings « Becoming Tax Smart
Contact Parishioner Fred Yonker at
0 816.318.1314 ¢ 913.426.3188
fred.yonker @edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com/fred-yonker
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General Practice & Consumer Law
Licensed in Kansas & Missouri

816-322-6275

blaineelliott @ prodigy.net

305 Main, Belton, MO
PO BOX 648
We are a debt relief agency

Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

(913) 326-1956

New orders only. Gas card ($25.00) with in-home estimate
to home owner(s). Limit one per household. Gas card with
PRRE estimate is valued at $25.00. Other restrictions may apply. Not
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24 Hour Phone Monitoring

(816) 331-4347

RudroffHeating.com
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JLLEN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
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